
King cobras are the longest venomous snakes in the world, growing up to 5m. A member of 

the Elapidae family, the king cobra belongs to a monotypic genus – Ophiophagus, which means 

“snake eating”. King cobra is the only snake in the world known to actually build a nest.

THREATS TO THE KING
Protection in India: Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, Schedule II, Part II
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support the project
You can support the project by making a donation. Funds are required for:

1. Data collection during field work

2. Providing rescue and sample extraction kits to the local

king cobra rescuers

3. Environmental education

4. Laboratory work (Genetic data collection, sequencing

and analysis)

conservation
The dearth of knowledge about wild king cobras and their 

presence as an iconic species makes them a potential 

flagship snake species. Conserving an apex predator which 

feeds on more than twenty species of snakes conserves 

the food chain and their habitat.

HABITAT 
DESTRUCTION

Habitat destruction, intolerance, and illegal wildlife trade are key factors threatening the existence of king cobras. 

King cobras are killed for their skin and live specimens are exported for display in zoos, and as pets.

Kālinga Foundation is a non-profit organization focusing on ecological 

research, conservation, and education, based out of Agumbe, Central 

Western Ghats (Karnataka, India). Kālinga Foundation’s vision is to 

become a self-sustaining centre that empowers conservation through 

environmental education, research, community participation, and 

state-of-the-art scientific training in ecological field studies.

kAlinga foundation

Contact: kalinga@kalingafoundation.org
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INCUBATION
The incubation lasts over 90 days. During this period, the female 

guards the nest, opportunistically feeding, and occasionally 

leaving the nest to quench her thirst. The female leaves the nest 

for the last time just before the hatchlings emerge.

The hatchlings are about 50 cm long and are born ready to hunt. They 

remain within the nest for 7-10 days, surviving on the remnants of the 

nutritious yolk. They leave the nest soon after their first shed.

Females generally select an area 
with a gradient to construct a 

nest. The female king cobra coils 
it’s body to gather dead forest-
floor vegetation to build a nest 
~ 3 ft wide and 2 ft in height. 

Females generally lay between 
20 and 50 leathery, cream-

coloured eggs.
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male combat
Two males, completely oblivious to their surroundings, engage in 
a combat where they wrestle and try to subdue each other to the 
ground. The triumphant male establishes territory and breeds 
with the resident female.

matingThe male nudges the female with 
his head, constantly flicking his 

tongue over her body to woo the 
female. Eventually, when the female 

shows interest, they mate.

NEST BUILDING and   
EGG Laying
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The King’s Annual Calendar

HATCHING and HATCHLINGS

King cobras are observed foraging on forest floor, 
canopies, and in water. They feed once in 10 to 15 days 
except during ecdysis or shedding. King cobras feed 
exclusively on snakes, including their own species, and 
occasionally on monitor lizards. Due to being dormant 
during the monsoon, they feed voraciously post monsoon 
to prepare themselves for the breeding season.
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Several herpetologists and taxonomists report an apparent disagreement 

in many aspects of variation within this species, namely the conventional 

subspecies classification, morphology, nesting behaviour, clinical symptoms 

of envenomation, and antivenom efficacy.

In India, they are present in the Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats, the Northeast, 

lower Himalayan region, Andaman Islands, and Sunderban mangroves. We will 

study the distribution patterns of king cobras and attempt to understand their 

contemporary genetic structure in the Indian Subcontinent. So far, king cobras 

in different locations have shown specific differences in their colour, band 

patterns, behaviour, and breeding schedule. We are looking at integrating 

morphology, life history traits, and genetics for a better insight into this 

enigmatic species.

Our results on ESUs, MUs, population isolation, gene flow, and effective 

population size are essential for conservation and in implementing management 

plans and conservation actions for king cobras throughout their range.
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