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SYNOPSIS
Thida and Sokha are friends  in the same class at school. They live on an 
LVODQG�LQ�&DPERGLD��DQG�DUH�H[FLWHG�WR�JR�VQRUNHOOLQJ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��

When they get in the water, however, they are disappointed at what they 
VHH��7KH�FRUDOV�DUH�GDPDJHG��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�IHZ�¿VK���:KHQ�WKH\�UDLVH�WKH�
problem with the grown ups, they only encounter resistance. 

Will they be able to convince their community to protect their natural 
resources?

Sokha

He is a 14 years old  and a high school student. He is 
¿UVW�LQ�KLV�FODVV��DQG�LV�HDJHU�WR�OHDUQ���+H�LV�H[FLWHG�WR�
go snorkelling because he is excited to learn about the 
environment around his island 

Thida

15 years old, and a high school student. Her parents 
DUH�¿VKHUV��DQG�VKH�LV�YHU\�DGYHQWXURXV��6KH�LV�H[FLWHG�
to go snorkelling because she read about coral reefs in 
a book. 

Grandfather

+H�ZDV�D�¿VKHUPDQ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�\RXQJHU��+H�LV�VDG�
ZKHQ�KH�VHHV�SHRSOH�¿VKLQJ�EHFDXVH�KH�NQRZV�WKDW�LW�
ZDV�HDVLHU�WR�FDWFK�¿VK�LQ�KLV�GD\�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�OHVV�
pollution.  He is eager to protect the environment. 
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Hi Thida, are you 
excited to go 
snorkelling?

 Yes, I can’t wait 
to see the fish 

and corals!

Me too! Let’s get 
in the water!

Sokha and Thida run into the water

Because the reef is not what they expected

After afew minutes they get concerned
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Look the fishermen are destroying 
the coral! That must be why everything 

is dead! Let’s go talk to them to
 find out what’s going on.

Thida, can you see what I 
see? Most coral are broken

and many fish are dead!

Yes I see it, but I 
am confused. Where 

are all the fish?

A trawling Boat goes by

Fishermen throw plastic bags and
discarded nets into the water

Sokha and Thida swim towards the fishing Boat
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But by doing this,
you will make it even harder to catch 
fish in the future! You are killing the 

habitat of the fish, and you are removing 
baby fish so that they will not 

grow up to be bigger fish.

What do you know? You are just 
stupid children! Get out of here 

before we catch you too!

So what? It is hard to catch fish these 
days so we need to do this type of 
fishing to catch enough fish to eat 

and sell at the market.

Hello 
fishermen! Did you

 know that your nets are 
damaging the coral and 

catching fish so small that 
you won’t even want 

to eat them?

The fishermen are surprised to see two children in the water
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Yes,
they have no respect for 

the environment. Let’s go talk to 
my grandfather to see if he 

can help.

Those fishermen were really rude!

Yes that is very sad. I remember when I used 
to go fishing there when I was a boy, I used 
to catch very large fish all the time. When I 

swam in the water, I could see.....

We went snorkelling 
yesterday to go look at the reef, 

but all we could see was dead 
fish and broken coral

Hello 
grandfather!Hello 

grandson!

Later, at Sokha’s grandparents house

The Children quickly swim away to the beach
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That’s 
a great idea. Let’s get 
in touch with them to 
see if they can help 

us!

One of my sons lives in
 a village where there is an 
group called a Community 
Fishery (CFi) that protects 

the reef. The community peo-
ple work together to decide 
how to protect the fish so 
that fishermen can continue 

to catch sustainably.

What can 
we do to fixthis? 

Who is going 
to protect the 

reef?

CFi’s can be very useful for 
communities. All community 
members Can control their 

own resources.

Government 
)LVKHULHV�2IÀFHU

.....big turtles, dugongs, Dolphins and lots of
coral. Now the fishermen only catch small fish.

The next day the village organises 
a founder Meeting to talk about CFi

Formation of a founder group 
and request for CFi establishment
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But how will the
CFi generate income?

Improved yields for fisherman Stopping Illegal fishing Such As dynamite 
fishing AND TRAWLING IN SHALLOW AREA

Creating No-Take Zones

But how will the 
CFi benefit us?

The CFi can
have Many benefits

such as...
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Membership fees and Volunteering Time

Donations Diving Fees

and entrance fees for tourists.

The CFi can generate
income from different

sources such as...
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Wow, that can see 
reef is beautiful! I saw many 

big fish and lots of 
colourful coral!

Yes, thanks to the CFi, this 
reef is now protected and 
so the fish and coral have 

returned.

)RXQGLQJ�DVVHPEO\�DQG�&)L�&RPPLWWHH�HOHFWLRQ

The End

A few months later, The chief declares that They will create a committee 
that will apply to the government to become an official CFi.

Many years later, Sokha and Thida go snokeling again on the reef...

“We Can all help to protect the reef so that the next Generation can enjoy it too!”





BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

The Green Protectors are an environmental youth 
group based on Koh Sdach, Cambodia. They aim to 
raise awareness of issues in coastal communities 
VXFK�DV�SROOXWLRQ�DQG�RYHU¿VKLQJ���7KURXJK�FUHDWLQJ�
LQQRYDWLYH�PDWHULDOV� VXFK�DV� VKRUW� ¿OPV�DQG� FRPLF
books, the Green Protectors hope to inspire a 
generation of young Khmers to protect their natural 
resources. 

Shallow Waters is a marine conservation social 
enterprise working toward a community led coral reef 
management programme on the beautiful Koh Sdach 
island, Cambodia. Through education, capacity
building, and awareness raising, Shallow Waters’ 
aim is to enable communities to take charge of
 their natural resources with the goal of reconciling
biodiversity conservation with sustainable development.

Fauna & Flora International (FFI) protects 
threatened species and ecosystems worldwide, 
choosing solutions that are sustainable, are 
based on sound science and take account of 
human needs. Operating in more than 40 developing 
countries worldwide, FFI saves species from extinction 
and habitats from destruction, while improving the 
livelihoods of local people. Founded in 1903, FFI is 
the world’s longest established international conser-
vation body. FFI has been active in Cambodia since 
1996.
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