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I would like to thank Rufford Foundation for this incredible
opportunity you have given me to conduct this project in Brazil and
supporting all activities we initiated in 2015. The community has
embraced Rufford and has used the resource to make long lasting
changes in the education of the village. The students participating in
the project are now the community agents that guide the population
to create new habits of conservation. Along with the positive results
achieved so far, new connections with government bodies and
education institutes have been made. There is no doubt that all
activities running in this project will soon be replicated in other
communities nearby. In a recent interview with the school director
Celio Ribeiro he estates: "We are experiencing a progress in the
education of our students that we have never seen before. They are
happy to come to school to participate on the outdoor projects,
which has positively impacted their grades along the year".

According to Mr Ribeiro, those
outdoor programs are
important to reduce school
invasion, improve social skills
among students, and facilitate
the communication of
environmental and social
issues in the village. The
financial support from
Rufford Foundation and
EnviroMentor are shaping
the education system in
Canaan village and serving as
a model to other schools and
communities. The
international input of these
foundations are opening doors
to other institutions to give
support to the project.



LEARN AND DISCOVER
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Project-based
learning achieved

In this project, we proposed specific activities that allowed students
to build their knowledge, by experiencing the issue. this year, we
were able to maximise our resources and create other opportunities
for the students, such as visiting the Art and Culture Centre in
Fortaleza, the Federal University, and participating on a workshop of
building artisanal fishing boats. These excursions happened after the
school was successful in reforesting the local mangrove (previous
report). Students were selected based on school grades, and after the
excursions, they presented to the the school what they learned from
the trip. "The excursion is a great opportunity to selected students
further build their knowledge in history and science, and also allow
them to share what they learned with other friends in school who
were not selected this time", says Mr Ribeiro.

Hang on, I have some more to
say! The Science Club,
supervised by our secondary
teacher Mr. Bonifacio learned
how to produce disinfectants
and other cleaning products,
as part of chemistry classes.
Students found amazing that
the same product they see in
Supermarkets can actually be
created in school.
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