
Project Update: August 2010  
 
The major developments during May–August 2010 are as follows: 
 
Last year the monsoon completely failed in this part of India, and the entire year was 
declared as Famine Year by the government. The wild animals also suffered due to shortage 
of food plants. This scarcity of food was the major problem and breeding highly reduced in 
the Chinkara populations. Very few fawns were added in the herds and the health condition 
was pathetic in the entire landscape. This situation led to high mortality due to unavailability 
of food and free water to drink. Information on deaths of Chinkara due to unavailability 
came from all corners. 
 
In the end of June 2010, Cyclone Phet resulted in heavy rainfall within a short spell of 2 days 
in western Rajasthan. Air temperature dipped down from 48-49° C to 15-20° C. It turned 
into another natural calamity event and almost 60-70% population of Chinkara suffered 
from pneumonia and cold. Our team extended help to the local community and also to the 
Rescue Centre of Local Zoo for treatment, care and coordination for helping the week and 
diseased Chinkaras. More than 150 Chinkaras were rescued and given first aid and also 
helped at Rescue Centre for treatment. 
 
The major objective of this project was also initiated and two meetings with Forest Officials 
were organised. They are ready to share data on habitual poachers. In next meeting we will 
successfully receive data from officials and start working for negotiating the poaching tribes. 
 

 
Left: News of the project initiation in National Daily. Right: News cutting of the National Daily 
regarding the severity of Cyclone “Phet” and its impact on Chinkara. 
 



 
News cutting in the National Daily regarding the work of community members and project 
personals for helping and treating in Rescue centre. 
 



 
District Collector at site for assuring the community workers for help in saving the Chinkara 
and other wild animals suffering from the impact of cyclone “Phet”. 
 



 

 
Top: Dr. Sumit Dookia, Principal Investigator, in middle at rescue centre with the forest staff. 
Bottom: Dr. Sumit Dookia, Principal Investigator, given an interview at National TV Channel, 
regarding the project work.   
 



 

 
Top: Diseases and rescued Chinkara, after treatment, at Rescue Centre of Local Zoo. Bottom: Healthy 
chinkara, later on released in wild. 


