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The events were split into two sessions, the
those relying on coastal resources as a source
even though sea turtles are all protected under

to connect, inspire and inform Mozambicans
so they will work towards preserving their sea
turtles.
This is why on May 23rd, 2013, I decided to

as turtles with cardboard shells and face paint,
on the beach that morning. The children, who
were dressed in green and had made paper
turtle hats and masks, spontaneously started
turtle!) at the top of their lungs, over and over
again.

and sea turtles are numerous. However in
this is not the case.

for Tofo Beach, Inhambane. World Turtle Day
presents the perfect opportunity to engage the
local community and increase their knowledge
of sea turtles and the threats turtles face. The
day was packed full of turtle themed events to

and sea turtle shaped sand castles were
turtles found here. Even through the language
barriers, (as most of the smaller children speak

that sea turtles are an important part of the
ways as possible.
towards a healthy, diverse and resilient
ecosystem. Secondly, that if protected, these

turtle castles.

source of livelihood to coastal families through
the eco-tourism industry.

in sea turtle crawling races. This involved
everyone lying on their stomachs at the

However, establishing tangible links between
increased livelihoods by conserving sea
turtles is a challenging idea to deliver

Here is my review of the day’s events:
from 5 to 13 years old and from across three

beach to lay their eggs.

area. The day’s events were led by Marine
item on the menu in Mozambican households
and, apart from those with the skills to
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teams from Eyes on the Horizon and All Out
Africa.

sellers in the market.
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Following the fun held on Tofo’s main beach,
the group eagerly gathered for a short talk
presented by myself, and translated into
Portuguese by Messias Antonio (from All Out
Africa), explained to the children that turtles
of ecosystem services helping to maintain
balanced and healthy oceans.
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Key messages delivered to the children also
included ways they can help conserve sea
turtles, for example by recycling and using

goal. Many local children here have never seen

A short documentary about the success of sea

working with turtles to protect them is the key
to helping these children engage and connect
with the ideas presented, so that in the future
they may become sea turtle guardians or
stewards.

screened. Unlike Brazil which, has successfully
preserved the majority of its sea turtles,

water as most do not have the opportunity
to learn to swim, let alone scuba dive. This is
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Pembane, a local school approximately one hour away by foot on
the northern end of the marshland, which backs onto Tofo’s main
children to deliver a turtle themed arts lesson.
volunteers from All Out Africa, who had gone above and beyond in
involving ninjas!
spoke to the class once again, about the importance of turtles and
howthey are protected under Mozambican law. When asked, “who
has eaten turtle before?” two-thirds of the class raised their hands.
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target audience. The children coloured and decorated paper turtle
cutouts and painted the humps on egg cartons to represent the shells
of turtles. These were then strung up, to make hanging ornaments. The
be learning both about the turtles and having the opportunity for an art
lesson, with materials they do not normally have access to.

between the Cape Town and Swaziland project coordinators from All
Out Africa to help deliver World Turtle Day to a wider audience. It’s a

impact in the long run.
with many smiling faces to be seen. Hopefully our turtle the med
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Jess Williams - www.mozturtles.com
Eyes on the Horizon - www.eoth.org
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