Project Update: October 2023

After the establishment of the Biologer platform in Montenegro and the intfroductory
workshop, an editorial feam was established and the active promotion of the
application for collecting biodiversity data began. Very significant support came from
the National Parks of Montenegro, because they publicly supported the platform
through the media and social networks. The news about the Biologer platform in
Montenegro appeared on the most visited portals in Montenegro. On that occasion,
they invited all their visitors to take photos of wild species during their stay in protected
areas with the help of the application. Also, the National Parks offered the possibility
to hand out informative leaflets about the application to their visitors along with the
purchased tickets. The leaflets were printed and distributed in the visitor centers of alll
five national parks of Montenegro (Skadar Lake National Park, Durmitor National Park,
Lovcen National Park, Biogradska Gora National Park, Prokletije National Park).
Distribution is still in progress, since they have visitors in autumn as well.
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A certain number of leaflets was also distributed to the visitors of the Night of
Researchers, which was held on October 27, 2023, in Kotor and where the editor of
the Biologer platform participated. Researchers' Night is fraditionally organized as part
of the European Researchers' Night and gathers a large number of interested citizens,
especially primary and secondary school students.



In addition, the Biologer platform was also presented within a scientific conference,
which was held in the period September 19-22, 2023. and was organised by the
Environmental Protection Agency of Montenegro. It was a poster presentation, where
the importance of the development of citizen science around the world is explained,
including in the territory of Montenegro, then the history of the development and
expansion of the Biologer platform, the way it functions and some statistical data.
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As the second part of the project relates to the mapping of foreign invasive plant
species in Montenegro, due to the prediction of distribution directions and better
protection of domestic biodiversity, especially rare and endangered species, field
research of these plants was started throughout Montenegro. According to the
planned activities, field research is also being carried out in the part of the Skadar
Lake National Park, in the part that is considered the most endangered, and in the
presence of an expert associate of the parks. The presence of selected invasive plants
is recorded with the help of the Biologer application, which gives very precise
coordinates of the findings. The next step after the completed field research will be
further data processing, formation of distribution maps, as well as modeling of future
distribution based on ecological niche models and climate scenarios.




