Project Update: May 2023

School awareness program

Five different schools around Banke National Park (BaNP) and Bardiya National Park
(BNP) were selected based on the request we had received during our previous grant.
The programme was conducted from 10-16 February 2023, and the prize distribution
for the drawing competition was done on 24 February 2023. The programme included
information regarding the latest tiger report, an introduction to camera trap surveying
and quantifying tiger and leopard populations, habitat requirements of the felids and
an infroduction to their prey species (wild boar, sambar and spotted deer). We also
shared the characteristics of conflicts that occurred in 2019 to inform behaviour of the
felids involved.

Table 1: Five different schools with address where outreach program was conducted.

SN Name of the school Address
1. Shree Suryodaya Secondary Baijanath Municipality-1,
School Chisapani, Banke
2. Shree Krishna Secondary School kohalpur-1, Kaushilanagar, Banke
3. Shree Gyanjyoti Secondary Kohalpur-12, Banke
School
4. Shree Ganesh Secondary School | Rapti Sonari Rural Municipaity-9,
Dhakeri, Banke
S. Shree Shivasakti Secondary Rapti Sonari Rural Municipaity-8,
School Dhakeri, Banke

Interactions with eco-club members and Community Based Anti-Poaching Unit
(CBAPU)

Students of Class 8, 9 and 10 participated in the programme. The programme was
done using a slideshow presentation. After the completion of awareness programme,
a drawing competition was held for the interested students. Additionally, for the eco-
club interested members, training about the eco-club was conducted. The
programme was covered by regional newspaper (Photo:1)

Table 2: Number of participants in different schools.

S. N | Name of School Number of Number of Number of
participants in | participants in | participants in
awareness eco-club drawing
class interactions competition

1. Shree Ganesh 87 11 8

Secondary School, Rapti
Sonari Rural Municipaity-
9. Dhakeri, Banke

2. Shree Shiva Shakti 83 8 19
Secondary School, Rapfi
Sonari Rural Municipaity-
9. Dhakeri, Banke




Shree Gyan Jyofi 65
Secondary School,
Kohalpur-12, Banke

22

Shree Krishna Secondary | 98
School, kohalpur-1,
Kaushilanagar, Banke

16

19

Shree Suryodaya 56
Secondary School,
Baijanath Municipality-1,

16

Chisapani, Banke

13

Participatory approach was used to share experience between CBAPU members of
BaNP and BNP for 1-day experience sharing between CBAPU in Banke (Photo 2) and
Bardia (Photo 3). We had shared the findings of our first and second Rufford grant.
Experience sharing between CBAPU members of BaNP and BNP and their
achievements was undertaken. We had conducted a discussion of how to enhance
CBAPU participation in conservation and ways to increases participation of women in

CBAPU.

Table 3: Name of winner list from different schools.

S.N | Name of Student | Grade \ Position
SHREE GANESH SECONDARY SCHOOL, Rapti Sonari Rural Municipaity-?, Dhakeri,
Banke

1. Subarna K.C 10 First

2. Shishir Tharu 10 Second
3. Yuna Tharu 9 Third
Shree Shiva Shakti Secondary School, Rapti Sonari Rural Municipaity-8, Dhakeri,
Banke

1. Rojina Tharu 9 First

2. Pratikshya Chand 9 Second
3. Sushant Khadka 9 Third
Shree Gyan Jyoli Secondary School, Kohalpur-12, Banke

1. Deeploveson Buddha Magar 8 First

2. Sarmila Nepali 8 Second
3 Radha Khadka 8 Third
Shree Krishna Secondary School, kohalpur-1, Kaushilanagar, Banke

1. Trilok Batala 9 First

2. Sudip B. K 8 Second
3. Pawan Budha 8 Third
Shree Suryodaya Secondary School, Baijanath Municipality-1, Chisapani, Banke
1. Manisha Bashyal 9 First

2. Sandip Setimar 9 Second
3. Rajendra Thapa Magar 9 Third
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Photo 1: Media coverage of school awareness program.



Photo 2: CBAPUs member interactions in Banke.
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Photo 3: CBAPUs member interactions in Bardia.

What's going on?

Few activities of scat analysis/molecular scatology and scat collections are still going
on. School follow-up programmes are being planned. Opportunistically, we will
deploy few cameras trap during the filed visit by me with NTNC field technician and
the GPS location will be used in research components of project.









