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Introduction 
The main of the project is to improve population status of Black-tailed Godwit through 
community-based conservation in Cheleleka Wetland, Wondo Genet, Ethiopia. The 
study involves a participatory approach to assess the existing impact of human 
activities on the wetland resources and its effect on Black-tailed Godwit status and 
habitat; to identify the major driving forces, challenges and its consequences on the 
surrounding environment; to improve local communities awareness on wetland 
resources management and conservation through community education and; to 
improve future conservationist (school children or students) engagement in nature 
conservation through training and capacity building activities. 
 

 
 
Activity implementation progress 
According to our work plan, in this period we assess the existing impact of human 
activities on the wetland resources and its effect on Black-tailed 
 
Godwit status and habitat. The project started its implementation by first introducing the 
project ideas and having discussions with local communities and other relevant 
stakeholders such as community representatives, wetland and fishery experts, local 
development agents, and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Anthropogenic 
or human made activities are the major problem in the study area. Due to high 
population   growth   and   pressure   in   the area, peoples are encroached the 
wetland resources from time to time. As we can see from the picture farmers are 
engaged on expansion of their lands into the wetland, especially in the month of 



November and December farmers are practice spent more time on smaller wetland 
farming like vegetation, potato, cabbage, tomato, pepper, etc. 
 

 
 
On the other hand, in the dry season local farmers those who have not enough 
farmland were resettled at the edge of the wetland and through time they expand into 
the wetland resources. 
 
Besides, the wetland is also used as grazing land majority of the local communities 
were kept their livestock in the wetland. Accordingly, the wetland resources are 
extremely degraded lost their biodiversity. Thus, this problem is severely affected the 
Black-tailed Godwit population status and their habitat over time. 


