lqgl for mu;m Should King Cobras

5""-’\-

Rt

r 'I“phv a vital role in the ecosystem.
scological indicators and presence of this
ces inchicates a healthy and balanced ecosystem.

= King Cobra antivenom is only made in Thailand.
The venom 15 also used in medical research.

= HKing Cobras rountinely kill and eat the snakes
which cause s0 many serious and fatal snakebites,
including Cobras, Kraits, Vipers and Pit Vipers.

* There are many scriptures and folk tales in
Nepalese culiure and traditions regarding King
Cobras. Many people worship the King in the snake
festival Naagpanchami, believing that it's bite can be
avoided and peace and prospenty will cccur in their
hives.

* The King Cobras are lmited to South and
South-east Asia only and listed as Vulnerable in the
IUCH Red List of Threatened Species, included in
Appendix [l of the CITES, protected species in Nepal
and declared as Vulnerable by the National Red Data
Book. If not protected now, King Cobras will reach
the endangered category in the near future.

How ©Can You Contribute in King Cobra
Conservation?

* Participate in any awareness programs related to
King Cobras and learn more about the species.
Drifferentiate the misconcepbions and myths about
King Cobras from the real facts and share this
knowledpge with your colleagues.

* Dhee to the rapid increase in urbanization,
industnalization and deforestation, there iz a loss of
habitat of the King Cobra and as a result they
sometimes enter villages and towns, encounterg
humans resulting in human-King Cobra conilicts.
Please support for habitat preservation and nature
COnServation.

* If you encounter a King Cobra inside foutside your
residence, don't’ try to kill it, instead l=ave it alone and
call a rescue centre or inform the nearest Division
Forest Office,

» If you come across any of the following illegal
activities such as: buntng, Kiling, poaching,
destroying the eggs and nest, disturbing the mating
process and stunts/ showmanship using King Cobras,
inform ¥vour nearest Forest Department, Division
Forest Office, Police Department, Snake Information
Centre or Ammal Hescus Centre or any related
departments,

* Let's umite and rmise our hands to participate in the
“Save The King™ campaign nationwide amn:d
internationally.
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Introduction

Scientific name: Ophiophagus hannah (Cantor, 1836)
Eommonnm King Cobra

Nepali name: Raj Goman, Naagraja, Kalinaag, Daraad,

F#’R‘bnwata Bhainsedom, Alaad, Alahaad

e

Distribution: King Cobras are widely distributed throughout
South and Southeast Asia; Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia,
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam.

King Cobra Recorded Districts

Distribution in Nepal: The King Cobra has been confirmed
Sfrom 42 districts of Nepal and can be found from sea level to
>2566 m elevation.

Conservation Status of the King Cobra: The King Cobra is
listed as a “Vulnerable” in the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species
and has also been listed by the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) Appendix II. It is a protected species in Nepal and
declared as Vulnerable by the National Red Data Book.

Natural History / Behaviour:

King cobras are the longest venomous snakes in the
world reaching up to 6m (19.6ft) with neurotoxic venom
(can inject upto 7ml in a single bite) and is the only
snake that exhibits the unique behavior of building
nests and guarding the eggs (7-53 eggs) until they
hatch (66-105 days at 28°C).

King Cobras are also called snake-eaters (i.e.,
ophiophagus) because they feed primarily on snakes
including their own species (i.e.,
sometimes eat monitor lizards.

cannibalism) and

King Cobras are recorded from diverse habitats such as
forest, grassland, agricultural land, scrubland, human
settlements, human-dominated landscapes; sometimes
small waterways in the vicinity of human habitation and
areas close to river banks, ponds etc. Fortunately bites
are very rare since King Cobra avoids contact with
humans. King Cobras don't want to bite people and want
to be left alone but if they are harassed or injured, they
will bite in defense.
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Photo Reference

Cover Photo, Photo 1,2: Rohit Giri

Photo 3: Dev Narayan Mandal

Photo 4: Ajay Giri

Photo 5: https://i.imgur.com/Dn40gWM,jpg
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Actors From Actor Studio
Present

27 / Everyday : |E|IZE::;:'
JESTHA  / 5PM 51 A
‘ @ STUDID THEATRE
STUDIO THEATRE
Pingalasthan, Gausala
DIRECTED BY:- DEEYA MASKEY
A pLav BASED ON NavaN R PANDEY'S -
SarpADANSA Supported By:- & "w e P voer | 2 (CR) (@)

Except Wednesday | Extra Show on Saturday [1 pm)



kil ACTORS FROM ACTORS' STUDIO PRESENTS

A PLAY BASED ON NAYAN RAJ PANDEY'S
SARPADANSHA (SNAKEBITE)

DIRECTED BY
DEEYA MASKEY

il EDUCATIONAL COLLABOATION 1

—

from 10th May @ Evening Studio Theatre 01-4469187
to 9th July 05:00pm Pingalasthan, Gaushala 9860800342
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Brochure Reference: Devkota Kamal (2017). Save Snakes Save Nature: Conservation through Education

Theatre In Education
Strategies To Engage Communities
In Snakebite Mitigation When
Science Is Not Enough
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Hea\th for the Poorest
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Save Snakes Save Nature

Venomous Snakes of Nepal
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Naja naja Naja kaouthia Ophiophagus hannah Bungarus bungaroides

Spectacled cobra Monocled cobra King cobra Himalayan krait
F s
Bungarus caeruleus Bungarus fasciatus Bungarus lividus Bungarus niger
Common krait Banded krait Lesser black krait Greater black krait

e S & - o ¥ ! 55 \",{ PR
ungarus walli Sinomicrurus macclellandi univirgatus
Wall's krait Macclelland's coral snake

Trimeresurus albolabris Trimeresurus e-rymrurus
White lipped pit viper Spot tailed pit viper

Ovophis monticola monticola
Mountain pit viper

=% o
Trimeresurus gramineus Trimeresurus septentrionalis Trimeresurus tibetanus Trimeresurus yunnanensis
Bamboo pit viper Kramer's pit viper Tibetan pit viper Yunnanese pit viper Red- necked keel back
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Kamal Devkota & various other sources for community awareness programme only 9860800342
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For more information:
Kamal Devkota
Email: devkotakamal67@gmail.com
C i Mob. No.: 986080034 2whatsapp/Vibes)

Organized By Supported By:




)

SAVE THE KING

Human-King Cobra Co-Existenc

Scientific name: Ophiophagus hannah (Cantor 1836)

Common name: King Cobra
Nepali name: Raj Goman, Naagraja, Kalinaag, Daraad, Kenwata, Bhainsedom, Alaad, Alahaad

The longest venomous snakes in the world
confirmed from 42 districts of Nepal

King Cobra Recorded Districts

Snake-Eater

KOTAKOTI FILMS

Organized By

PROTECT THE KING
SAVE THE KINGDOH

KING COBRA
CONSERVANCY
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For more information:
Kamal Devkota
Email: devkotakamal67@gmail.com
Mob. No.: 9860800342 whatsApp/Viber)




ISAVE THE KING

Cobra conflicts & the need for conserva

Scientific name: Ophiophagus hannah (Cantor 1836)
Common name: King Cobra

Nepali name: Raj Goman, Naagraja, Kalinaag, Daraad, Kenwata, Bhainsedom, Alaad, Alahaad

Photos are complied from
various sources for
community awarness purposes only

Further read:

K i n g co b ras Devkota, K., Maharjan, B., Mandal, D.N., Giri, R. and Goode, M. 2021.

- Save the King: Human-King Cobra, (Ophiophagus hannah) (Cantor 1836),
were killed by humans Conflicts and the need for Conservation Strategles in Nepal.
Reptiles & Amphibians 28 (2): 197-204.

Let's unite and raise our hands to

SAVE
THE
KING

| Speak for
Snake
Conservation,
and You ?

For more information:
Kamal Devkota
Email: devkotakamal67@gmail.com
Mob. No.: 9860800342 whatsapp/Viber)
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Kamal Devkota
Email: devkotakamal67@gmail.com
Mob. No.: 9860800342 (WhatsApp/Viber)
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SAVE THE KING'
Nra conflicts & the need for
Scientific name: wmx hannah (Cantor 1836)
Common name: Cobra

Nepali name: Raj Goman, Naagraja, Kalinaag, Daraad, Kenwata, Bhainsedom, Alaad, Alahaad

1 Speak for
Snake
Conservation,

I istricts at full risk of venomous snakebite
Districts at less risk of venomous snakebite
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nly 600 species
ous. In Nepal,
akess

which 18 medically relevant venomous
reported till now (Sharma et al., 2013). The distri
snakes varies sharply from Terai (100m) to high mountains
(4800m) in Nepal. The venomous snakes of the Nepal belong
o Elapidae, Viperidae and Colubridae. The family Elapidae
‘highly venomous snakes like Cobras, Kraits and
‘smakes, which contain neurotoxic venom. Viperidae
mdudes Russell’s Viper and Pit Vipers which contain
haemotoxic venom. Colubridae includes only Rhabdophis
species as venomous snake. Ophiophagus hannah (King
Cobra or Rajgoman) is the largest venomous snake in the
world which is also known to occur in Nepal. All other
families of Nepalese snakes are either non-venomous or
mildly venomous. Pythons are the largest non venomous
snakes in the country.

SAVE THE KING!

: Cobra conflicts & the need for
Scientific name: Ophiophagws kannah (Cantor 1836)
Cobra

Common name:
Nepali name: Raj Goman, Naagraja, Kalinaag, Daraad, Kenwata, Bhainsedom, Alaad, Alahaad
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[ Districts at full risk of venomous snakebite
Districts at less risk of venomous snakebite

Snakebite in Nepal: Snakebite is one of the common
life-threatening public health problems in Nepal. About
26 districts of the tropical lowland are at high risk to
venomous snakebite (Shah et al. 2003) affecting around
20,000 people causing 1,000 deaths per annum in Nepal
(WHO 1987). Most of the people fear and/or want to kill
any snakes they encounter because of fear of being
bitten (Magar et al., 2013; Pandey et. al., 2016).

Why do Snake Bites?

All snakes are not venomous. Snakes do not bite human
as a source of food but bite only as a self defence. The
main source of food for snakes is rodents, frogs, insects
etc. but not the humans. The snake tries to attack only
when it feels as if we are threatening it’s life. If a person
accidentally steps on a snake they may be bitten as the
snake will assume it is being attacked. The majority of
snakebites occur when people try to catch or kill them.
Snake ain't there watching us closely to attack us, it
prefers to live in a distant to avoid human threats in
general.

Aim of this Project: The aim of this project is to carry
out various structured and integrated programs to
address the information and awareness gap about
snakes, snakebite and snake conservation through
research, conservation education and community
outreach to create harmonious relationship between
humans and snakes. This project will be the educational
initiatives on snake conservation at national levels
which will have a direct beneficial impact on snake
species in the country. Through these structured and
integrated educational and community outreach
programs, the people will gain basic knowledge on the
importance of conservation of snakes to biodiversity.
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"Public Awareness through Educational.-Video-

media.

What Will We Do?

Study the Diversity, Distribution and Habitat of Snakes and
conduct Questionnaire Survey at all the seven Provinces of
Nepal
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Mega-Awareness for Snake Conservation with renowned
celebrated public figures in a theme "I Speak for Snake
Conservation, and You?"

Actor Buddhi Tamang, Lokendra Lekhak & Filmmaker
Subarna Thapa learning about Snake Handling
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