
Project Update: February 2022 

Updates on Project implementation 
So far, we have documented 13 important cave roosting sites in the region with bat 
populations, and five large open tree roosts of fruit bats. The total number of bat 
species documented so far is more than 13. 

Total number of calls recorded from multiple individuals and on transacts = >2000. 
A 1-day capacity building programme was successfully conducted on 8th January 2022 
at Amboli Village for more than 40 participants from five districts (Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri, 
Kolhapur, Belagavi, North Goa,) of three states (Maharashtra, Karnataka & Goa. 
Programme Time & Venue – Saturday 8th January 2022. Time – 9.30 AM to 4.30 PM 
Green Valley Resort, AMBOLI, Dist. Sindhudurg, Maharashtra. A detailed report on 
capacity building programme is attached separately in the same email. 

On 13th November 2021, I conducted an online session on bat ecology and 
conservation for graduate and post-graduate students of Manipal institute of Higher 
Education, a leading university at national level. An appreciation letter sent by the host 
institute is attached separately. 

On 13th January 2022, I also conducted a basic training session on bat ecology and 
diversity in a nature guide training programme organised by Karnataka State Forest 
Department and Ecotourism Board. This programme was for forest guards and 
watchman from three districts in the Karnataka state. More than 50 participants 
attended the session and visited a bat cave roosting site (photos attached). 

Ongoing work in background – I am analysing the echolocation calls recorded in the 
field and also working on designing a small foldable brochure on regional bat diversity 
and importance of bats. I am planning to organize a bat ecology and conservation 
programme for Maharashtra. 

Request and justification for time extension - 
In my earlier email in December 2021, I had already requested a 6-8 month extension 
for the project. We could not conduct any activities from April 2021 – November 2021 
due to second wave lockdown for increasing COVID-19 cases. After opening of 
interstate boundaries, we reinitiated the field work from December 2021. I assure you 
that my team is well capable of completing this project successfully and achieving all 
the objectives of the project. I have attached a few photographs of our field activities 
and habitats our team visited during assessment work. I am grateful for all the support 
and cooperation extended by respected Bhau Katdare sir and Sahyadri Nisarg Mitra 
organisation for this project. 



Conducting Session on Bat Ecology for Karnataka state Forest guards, Nature guides. 

Forest guards and participants visiting a Bat cave roost. 



Forest nature guides after the bat roosting site visit. 

Tillari dam backwaters & landscape, Deforested Mountain slopes – habitat destruction 



Team members documenting bat roosting sites in caves in the region 

Team members documenting bat roosting site in Lateritic rock cave 



Rahul Prabhukhanolka at the entrance of a cave roost in limestone. 

Colony of Rufous Horseshoe nosed bat in the region 



Open roost colony of Indian Flying fox in the region. 

Colony of a Leaf nosed bats in a neglected tomb in the region. 



Night vision camera image to understand bat population in the roost.





Capacity Building programme on  “Assessment & Conservation of Bats in Tillari 
Bioregion”, A threatened wildlife corridor in Northern Western Ghats, India. 

वटवाघूळ संशोधन आिण संवधन क ,  उ र पि म घाट 

 
Programme Time & Venue –  Saturday 8th January, 2022. Time – 9.30 AM to 4.30 PM 
                                                     Green Valley Resort,  AMBOLI 
                            Near Amboli Police Station, Sindhudurg, Maharashtra. 

For capacity building on Bat ecology and conservation at regional level, a one day workshop 
was organized at Amboli village.  

A total of Fourty participants from 5 districts (Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri, Kolhapur, Belagavi, North 
Goa,) of Three states (Maharashtra, Karnataka & Goa), participated in the workshop.  

A request letter was sent to Eleven regional institutions (including educational institutions local 
organizations), to send their representatives- teachers and students, to participate in the 
workshop. All of them were happy and agreed to send their students, but finally students from 
three institutions could not attend as few of them got infected with COVID-19, and 10 
participants could not travel due to interstate level temporary lockdown imposed during 
workshop time. It was a diverse group of individuals, list of participants is attached in end.  

Students and members from following organizations participated in the workshop. 
a) Sant Rawool Maharaj College, Kudal,   
b) Aamdar Deepakbhai Kesarkar Science College, Dodamarg,  
c) Shri Pancham Khemraj College, Sawantwadi,  
d) Govindram Seksaria Science College, Belgaum 
e) Malabar Nature Conservation Club, Amboli 
f) Corbett foundation, Banda 
g) Sahyadri Nisarg Mitra, Chiplun 
h) Vanashri, Dodamarg.  
 
Following are names of few key individuals who attended all the sessions. 

No Name Designation 
1 Akshay Dalvi Member, Corbet Foundation 
2 Kaushalika Hoshing Animal psychologist, Goa 
3 Vikram Hoshing Animal rescuer & trainer, Goa 

4 Hemant Ogale 
Butterfly Expert,  
Member, Village Biodiversity management committee  

5 Mahadev Bhise Honorary Wildlife Warden, Sindhudurg District,  
President – Malabar Natura Conservation Club 

6 Raman kulkarni Honorary Wildlife Warden, District Kolhapur 
7 Dr. Rutuja Kolte Recipient of Rufford small grant in the region 

8 Anushka Rege 
PhD Student (Ecology) at Nanyang Technological university, 
Singapore 

9 Amit Sutar Field Biologist, Wildlife Conservation Trust 
10 Soham Ghorpade Field Biologist, Sahyadri Nisarg Mitra 
11 Sagar Redij Field Biologist, Sahyadri Nisarg Mitra 
12 Sanjay Sawant President, Vanashri Organization, Dodamarg 
13 Dr. Ganesh Margaj Professor of Zoology, SPK College Sawantwadi 

 
 



The programme included introductory sessions on following topics 
Bat Ecology & conservation 
Bat Taxonomy 
Bat capture & handling 
Bioacoustics – Science, recording & Analysis  
Networking for bat diversity documentation. 

All the sessions were conducted in an interactive format. Prof. Praveen Patil from Physics 
department, G.S.Sc college, Belgaum conducted a session on Ultrasonic sounds.  
A written feedback was taken from all the participants, which has revealed that it was very 
informative and thorough learning experience for all. (few copies of scanned feedback forms 
are attached in the end)  
All the materials designed (Banner, Certificates, Writing pads etc.) had logos of Rufford 
Foundation long with other collaborating organizations. (Photographs attached in the end). 

Photographs of the various sessions. 

Rahul Prabhukhanolkar explaining the ongoing work supported by Rufford Foundation 



Prof. Pravin Patil, G.S.Sc College, Belgaum, Conducting session on Ultrasonic sounds 

Rahul Prabhukhanolkar explaining Bat Detectors and sound recording. 



Rahul Prabhukhanolkar demonstrating setting up Mistnets in the field 

Group Photo of all the participants 



Programme publicity in local and regional level media and news. 

Youtube news -  https://youtu.be/7TOWzBdd-HI  

Breaking Malavani news - https://breakingmalvani.in/89143/  

Sindhudurg 24hrs - https://sindhudurg24taas.com/?p=114070  

Sindhudurg live - https://sindhudurglive.com/?p=98485  

News Article in the print Media 





Participants Feedback 





 

 
 
 
 
 
 





Photographs of the poster, Certificate, diaries etc.

 
 

Field note pads were distributed for all the participants 

  

 



Certificates were given to all participants after successful completion 
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