
Project Update: October 2018 

In accordance with the project goals, we successfully carried out fieldwork, capacity 

building workshops and project PR between July and September 2018. Overall, nine 

caves in Osh region (Tuya-Muyun mountain range and Aravan district) and two in 

Batken region were studied, and 11 bat species were identified. Most of the caves are 

important nursery sites for Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, R. lepidus, Myotis blythii and M. 

emarginatus. Three species (R. hipposideros, Barbastella capsica, and Tadarida 

teniotis) are in the Red Data Book of the Kyrgyz Republic. In addition, the capacity 

building workshops facilitated the establishment of a bat working group by students 

from the Osh State University. The students produced information stickers and together 

with the university professors we wrote a newspaper article to popularize bat 

conservation in the South-West part of Kyrgyzstan.  

The preliminary results were presented during the conference Conservation Asia 2018 

(6-10.08), Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic. The actual data for the state of the summer bat 

colonies in south-western Kyrgyzstan was promoted by means of both a poster and a 

presentation. 

The conservation aspect of the project excited not only the participants but also the 

media. An interview for the national television news feed is available on the Kyrgyz TV 

website: http://www.ktrk.kg/media/video/11760 . 
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Left: Capacity building workshop. Right: Conference presentation. 
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