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1. Fieldwork report  
In cooperation with the Odzala-Kokoua National Park in Congo, I have realized the first data 

collection focused on three species of pangolins (Phataginus tricuspis, Phataginus tetradactyla, Smutsia 

gigantea) in the villages surrounded around the park that will be used for setting up the master´s thesis 

at the Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences in Prague. Together with my assistant, a forestry student Darcy 

Bikindou, we have visited 65 villages located next to the park and gathered 387 questionnaires with 

hunters and village dwellers in the period from May to June in 2018. During sampling the villages, we have 

obtained altogether pangolin scales from 49 individuals (16 samples of Smutsia gigantea and 33 samples 

of Phataginus tricuspis), then two saliva samples of Phataginus tricuspis and seven tissue samples of 

Phataginus tricuspis. Thanks to getting all permissions needed (export and import CITES permissions, 

veterinary permission), I was capable of bringing the samples to the genetics laboratory at the Faculty of 

Tropical AgriSciences in the Czech Republic and the samples will be used for future population analysis of 

the given specimens. On the grounds of the origin of the samples, it can be an important source of the 

information about variability of the local pangolin population since the samples were collected along the 

borders of the entire Odzala-Kokoua National Park. In conclusion, we have monitored six dead pangolins 

of Phataginus tricuspis, one living pangolin of Phataginus tricuspis and one living pangolin of Phataginus 

tetradactyla during these two months of the fieldwork in Congo. The rest of the samples have been 

obtained from the people encountered in the villages  

Our fieldwork activities were divided into three independent parts. Firstly, we visited the western 

part of the park (Oloba-Ebana), then we continued the work to the eastern part of the park (Mambili-

Liouesso) and we finished the research in the north of Congo (Ouesso-Sembé). In this way, we have 

sampled all villages which occur in the immediate vicinity of the park. It is already obvious that there are 

many differences among them in terms of responses of people and their experiences with pangolins too. 

People living near to the control points were more scared of giving honest information to us. Based on 

the collected data, illegal hunting of pangolins and traffic with them is widespread in the studied area. 

Pangolins are hunted mostly as an occasional source of meat. Scales of pangolins are utilized in many 

different ways.  

To increase awareness about pangolins among local people, we have provided to each village the 

basic French and Lingala handouts supported by showing video about pangolins and explaining their 

nowadays vulnerability and importance to people. As I see it, it is essential to keep pushing on education 

programme in the villages. Therefore, it is a plan to enlarge the data collection in Congo in the next few 

months and continue the fieldwork activities that have been started so far. I would like to focus on three 



main goals: education programme, monitoring/collecting more data and investigations concerning illegal 

trade and traffic with pangolins. When all data analysis is completed, I will create the recommendations 

and future steps regarding conservation of pangolins in the studied area as well.  

 

 

2. Outputs  
Following principal outputs have been performed so far:  

 

A) Fieldwork reporting of all activities for the Odzala-Kokoua National Park in Congo.  

 

B) Participation at the International Pangolin Symposium in Chicago, 22.-25.8 2018 with own oral 

presentation introducing the topic of the research.  

 

C) Article written for the university periodical and for the faculty website page.  

 

D) Participation at the Global Biodiversity Conservation Conference in Prague, 25.-26.9. 2018 with 

own oral presentation introducing to the topic of the research.  

 

 

3. Future activities 
Following major activities are planned for the next six months of the research:  

 

A) Enlargement of the data collection in the Republic of the Congo with the given principal goals: 

monitoring population characteristics of pangolins, collecting of genetic samples, market survey, 

education programme.  

 

B) Data analyses and setting up the master´s thesis.  

 

C) Setting up the recommendations for the management of the Odzala-Kokoua National Park. 

 

D) Setting up the scientific article.  

 

E) Sharing results with the main organizations involved in the protection of pangolins (IUCN Pangolin 

Specialist Group, OFFTAKE, etc.) and increasing awareness about pangolins in the Czech Republic 

as well.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Figure 1: All sampled villages situated in close proximity to the Odzala-Kokoua National Park   

Figure 2: Questionnaires with villagers in Ebana (19.5.) 



 

Figure 3: Questionnaires with villagers in Mokagna (24.5.) 

Figure 4: Phataginus tricuspis in Liouesso (25.5.)  



   

Figure 5: 9 kilograms of pangolin scales (Smutsia gigantea) 
recorded in Etoumbi (30.5.) 

Figure 6: Scales from two individuals of Phataginus tricuspis 
in Kokoua (6.6.) 

Figure 7: Questionnaires with villagers in Douma (6.6.) 



  

  

Figure 8: Research team travelling among the villages (8.6.) Figure 9: Taking measurements of Phataginus tricuspis in Sembé 
(10.6.) 

Figure 10: Taking tissue sample of Phataginus tricuspis in Belvi (11.6.) 



 

Figure 11: Taking measurements of Phataginus tricuspis in Belvi (11.6.) 

 



 

Figure 13: Scales from three individuals of Phataginus tricuspis in Zoulaboth (13.6.) 

 

Figure 12: Questionnaires with villagers in Sangha (12.6.) 



 

Figure 14: Questionnaires with villagers in Attentión (16.6.) 

Figure 15: Living Phataginus tetradactyla in Mbomo (24.6.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16: Research team at the end of the fieldwork in Mbomo  

Figure 17: Customs inspection of the CITES permissions at the 
airport in Prague (3.7.)  

Figure 18: Checking of the samples at the airport (3.7.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19: Presenting of the research at the International Pangolin Symposium in Chicago (23.8.) 

Figure 20: Presenting of the research at the Global Biodiversity Conservation Conference in Prague (26.9.) 



 

Figure 21: Article written for the school periodical (October 2018) 


