
Project Update: March 2018 
 
During the field visit to Dhorfirdi in March 2018, following activities were conducted: 
 

1. Population count. 
2. Behavior study. 
3. Consultation meeting. 

 
1. Population count 

 
As per the information obtained from the local people in Dhorfirdi, most vultures were 
found from February to April. Also, this is the breeding season of vultures. Thus, the 
population count of the vulture was conducted at this time. The population count was 
conducted along the Millennium Trekking Route (MTR) i.e. Rastal, Giddhabase, 
Kharbari, Bajasthala, Dhorbarahi temple in Dhorfirdi using a transect walk. The count 
was conducted using binoculars, cameras, GPS and checklists. During the transect 
walk, GPS coordinates of the vulture sightings along the MTR were noted 
 
The population count of vultures was conducted from morning to evening. A checklist 
was developed (Table 1). In order to avoid duplication, population counts were 
conducted at the same time in different sites. 
 
During the transect survey along the MTR, vultures were sighted at Bajasthala, Kharbari 
and Gurdum. Nesting sites were found at Kharbari (Kafaldanda-Bhardanda 
Community Forest, initially named as Tinkhole Ban by the local people before it was 
declared as community forest). 
 
The maximum population along MTR in Dhorfirdi was 30 with a minimum of six. 
Altogether, six species of vultures were observed during the transect survey, red-
headed vulture (Sarcogyps calvus), Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus), white-
rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis), Himalayan griffon (Gyps himalayensis), Eurasian 
griffon (Gyps fulvus) and slender-billed vulture (Gyps tenuirostris). 
 

2. Behavior study 
 
Daytime behaviour 
Vultures were observed in a Simal tree at Magarnas, Gurdum. Their population and 
daytime behaviour was noted. Different behaviours such as feeding, resting, sunning, 
scratching, fight, flight, wing flap, sleep, groom, etc. were noted. 
 
Nesting behaviour 
Red-headed vultures were observed in the nest at Kafaldanda-Bhardanda 
Community Forest. Thus, their nesting behavior was noted. An egg was found to be 
incubated by two vultures alternately one after another.  For noting the behaviour of 
vultures, a format was developed (Table 2). 
 
 
  



 
3. Consultation meeting 
 

A consultation meeting was conducted with the local people along the MTR at 
Dhorfirdi where people were informed about the activities that has been carried out 
till now. Also, they were informed about the capacity building training and workshop 
that will be conducted in the future. Information were collected on the status of 
vulture population in the area. 
 

                 
Left: Observation of vulture at Kharbari, Dhorfirdi. Right: Data collection.  
 

 
Red-headed vulture in nest 
 



 
Left: Egyptian vulture at Gurdum. Right: Consultation meeting at Kharbari, Dhorfirdi. 
 
Table 1: Checklist for population count of vultures 
 
Population count of vulture at Dhorphirdi, Tanahun, 2018 
 
Name of observer:       Time (start and end):  
Date:   
Location:       Weather: 
GPS Location:      Elevation: 
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Table 2: Format for behavior study of vulture 
 
Name of observer:        Date: 
Location:         Name of tree: 
GPS location: 
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W
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ther 

Behaviors 

Feed
ing 

Resting 

Sunning 

Scra
tching 

D
isturb

a
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Fighting 

Flight 

Fla
pp

ing 

Sleep
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G
room

ing 

O
thers 

  
06:30-06:32 

            
  

06:37-06:39 
            

  
06:44-06:46 

            
  

06:51-06:53 
            

  
06:58-07:00 

            
  

07:05-07:07 
            

  
07:12-07:14 

            
  

07:19-07:21 
            

  
07:26-07:28 

            
  

07:33-07:35 
            

  
07:40-07:42 

            
  

07:47-07:49 
            

  
07:54-07:56 

            
  

08:01-08:03 
            

  
08:08-08:10 

            
  

08:15-08:17 
            

  
08:22-08:24 

            



  
08:29-08:31 

            
  

08:36-08:38 
            

  
08:43-08:45 

            
  

08:50-08:52 
            

  
08:57-08:59 

            
  

09:04-09:06 
            

  
09:11-09:13 

            
  

09:18-09:20 
            

  
09:25-09:27 

            
  

09:32-09:34 
            

  
09:39-09:41 

            
  

09:46-09:48 
            

  
09:53-09:55 

            
  

10:00-10:02 
            

  
10:07-10:09 

            
  

10:14-10:16 
            

  
10:21-10:23 

            
  

10:28-10:30 
            

  
10:35-10:37 

            
  

10:42-10:44 
            

  
10:49-10:51 

            
  

10:56-10:58 
            

  
11:03-11:05 

            
  

11:10-11:12 
            

  
11:17-11:19 

            
  

11:24-11:26 
            

  
11:31-11:33 

            
  

11:38-11:40 
            

  
11:45-11:47 

  
          



  
11:52-11:54 

  
            

11:59-12:01 
  

            
12:06-12:08 

  
            

12:13-12:15 
  

            
12:20-12:22 

  
            

12:27-12:29 
  

            
12:34-12:36 

  
            

12:41-12:43 
  

            
12:48-12:50 

  
            

12:55-12:57 
  

            
01:02-01:04 

  
            

01:09-01:11 
  

            
01:16-01:18 

  
            

01:23-01:25 
  

            
01:30-01:32 

  
            

01:37-01:39 
  

            
01:44-01:46 

  
            

01:51-01:53 
  

            
01:58-02:00 

  
            

02:05-02:07 
  

            
02:12-02:14 

  
            

02:19-02:21  
 

            
02:26-02:28  

 
            

02:33-02:35  
 

            
02:40-02:42  

 
            

02:47-02:49  
 

            
02:54-02:56  

 
            

03:01-03:03  
 

            
03:08-03:10 

  
          



  
03:15-03:17 

  
            

03:22-03:24 
  

            
03:29-03:31 

  
            

03:36-03:38 
  

            
03:43-03:45 

  
            

03:50-03:52 
            

  
03:57-03:59 

            
  

04:04-04:06 
            

  
04:11-04:13 

            
  

04:18-04:20 
            

  
04:25-04:27 

            
  

04:32-04:34 
            

  
04:39-04:41 

            
  

04:46-04:48 
            

  
04:53-04:55 

            
  

05:00-05:02 
            

  
05:07-05:09 

            
  

05:14-05:16 
            

  
05:21-05:23 

            
  

05:28-05:30 
            

 
 


