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SC orders govt to dispose off pesticide
KANTIPUR REPORT
B

KATHMANDU, OCT 21 - The Sup Court on Wednesday issued a mandamus to the government to safely dispose the 72.2 metric tonnes kpile of 1y hazardous pesticide dumped at
Amlekhgunj of Banke. A joint bench of Chief Justice Min Bahadur Rayamajhee and Justice Kalyan Shrestha took the decision to that effect.

The pesticide stored in Amlekhgunj was donated to Nepal by multiple nternational donors in the early 1990s for use in agriculture. After it was declared unsafe for use and internationally banned, the
government had buried the pesticide in Adhabar and Majona forests in Banke. The pesticide was retrieved from the forests and stored at Amlekhgunj after one year due to public protest.

Some four years ago, Advocate Raju Prasad Chapagain and scientist Ram Charitra Sah had filed a public interest litigation on behalf of Pro Public demanding immediate court intervention to avert possible
impact on public health and emvironment from the unsafe storage of pesticides. The petitioner had demanded a court order to make the government either destroy the pesticide as per established international
standard of pesticide disposal or return it to the manufacturer. The latter is the only alternative for Nepal, as it does not have any technology to safely dispose the pesticide. The fact that the pesticide stored
area is close to a school and a village underscores the urgency, according to the petitioner. "The pesticide is such a chemical, that it could explode any time and canse serious damage to the health of people
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Organic Agriculture is for the Birds!

Bv Loretta Brenner

This suramcr ciwing a ferm inapeckion for Orogon Tilth's oreanic cerificaton prozram, T was strock by the divorsity and sheer mimher of hivds thak sre an infegeal part of the agricnkoral lndacape =t ons of e
organic farms I certified. The grower diligemty provides nesting sites for thece farm recidemts, and she is rewarded ty the birds parzeipation in the f2rm's "pest manzgement” crogram.

Oz ancther Orzgoe fanm, a couple that rzises orgacic cherries encowrages bleebirds and swallows bo aest in ther 20 acre orchard where the bards provids insect coctrol and elinunate the need for ins=chcid=
applicationz. These srowers appear to be reeping the bercfits that birds cen provide in their roles a3 "on-farm” nscetivores.

Recent research indicat=s that these ar= not isolat=d examoles, but that sustainable zgricultore techniqu=s can clay an mpoctzok role ic mainkaining bealthy and abucdact bird porulations.
Tho (rganic Farms Mave More Rirds?

Accordng to two recent studizs orzanic farms do herter more birds than do their conventional coumerperts. A four vear study in Dermark found a greater zbundance end diversity of birds on orzanic versus
venvenlivual Lemes, ool of 35 spedes, 24 had a bopha coomemee on e o gaee Fans 3 Cea clully plansed awd nplopented stedies @ Onlaio, Cmeada dse show 2 presler diversily wod buedance ol Lods
ar argaric fiebd crop f2rms than comventional farms 3 Atthongh 4 i diffient o say what specfically acoomnts for these differences in bird populations, pesticices nse and farming practices clearky have major
impacts oo the avendznes and diversty of birds-- m the agriculral landscaps.

Do Coavenlivoal Apricaliaral Praclices Expose Binds o Pesticides?

Whgr=tery end nesting hieds dependent for fond and shelrer on wetlend - and woedlands adjseent to agricutues] fizld=_ as woll 25 the fickds themscives, arc reposcd to poskicidss by diccet sprayng or from
drift. In Morth Dalcota. preirie pothole wetands used by ducles are surrornded by felds of wheat. sunflowsrs. and other grzins. In mueflower fields sprayed with the crganophosphate nzecticide et
peratbica 1paatbicn 5 (Ses bigae 1) In
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