
 

Project Update: December 2016 

 

I  am  happy  to  write  the  progress  report  on  the  achievements  of  black crowned  crane  

conservation campaigns. This is the third training event after the higher institution students training 

on May 24th 2016 and the multi-stakeholders training on July 25th 2016. On 29th November 2016, a 

student training session was held at Ayte Junior Primary School in the presence of school teachers. 

In order to make the training more successful, the school director and vice director were informed 2 

weeks in advance to inform all teachers to reserve November 29th for student training. 

 

At the beginning, the school director and vice director has welcomed and introduced to new 

recruited staff since we conducted training last year. The school director informed all instructors to 

order the students for training which was conducted on open field in the school compound and then 

the school vice director Mr Dirba Teferi introduced the purpose of our visits and agenda for the 

students. The training focused on black crowned crane species (Figure 1) and wetland conservation. 

 



 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Photo of Black Crowned cranes 

 

After the students take their places we start by thanking our sponsors Rufford Small Grants for 

Nature Conservation, Jimma University for its in-kind contributions, the students and Ayte Primary 

school administration for accepting our request for black crowned crane conservation campaign. 

About 750 students and 14 instructors follow the training. Some pictures of the students during the 

training was reported in this document (Figure 2).  First of all, the objective of the training was 

briefly explained for the students. The outline of the training was as follows: 

 

 The objectives of black crowned crane conservation. 

 Characteristics and habitat preferences of black crowned cranes. 

 Black crowned crane population dynamics. 

 Community understanding towards black crowned crane conservation. 

 Black crowned crane threats. 

 The role of students in conservation and changing the attitude of their families. 

 Students’ responsibility for black crowned crane conservation. 

 The concept of loss, love, need and action in black crowned crane conservation. 

 How to conserve the black crowned cranes in their natural habitats. 



 

 

 
Figure 2: Some picture of the students during introduction for the training 

 

It is obvious that little understanding on the value of wetlands from the local people challenges 

the life of the black crowned crane and other bird species. Thus, awareness creation is 

mandatory to rekindle the love for species conservation deep in pupil’s hearts and engage them 

in promoting and inspiring conservation actions. Conservation has an opportunities to protect 

biodiversity and at the same time, find solutions for the problems. 

 

In order to actively conserve the black crowned cranes, we need to do more on awareness 

creation about the importance of its conservation. We can do this through training and other 

outreach activities. The pupils were informed about the status of black crowned crane in Chora 

boter district from the past project findings and the current ongoing project. The other 

important information transferred in this training was the main threats of the species - why is 

the black crowned crane declining? Understanding the threats is crucial to decide the best 

conservation strategies to the threats that affect the life of black crowned cranes. The black 

crowned crane is threatened (Vulnerable) because it has experienced high population declines 

and is disappearing in some countries due to conversion of wetlands to agricultural fields, 

overgrazing and land degradation. During data collection and field observation we found that 

conversion of wetlands to agricultural lands (Figure 3), free grazing (Figure 4) and land 

degradation (Figure 5) was the major threat the black crowned cranes in Chora boter district. 



 

 
Figure 3: Conversion of wetland to Agricultural lands 

 
Figure 4: Free grazing and overgrazing lands by cattle around wetlands 

 

 

 



 

  
Figure 5: Land degradation which leads to wetland deterioration 

 

Conservation needs collaboration of various stakeholders including students.  Conservation 

requires unit to work together on critical problems that the species is facing because of various 

problems. We can inspire together about nature conservation and its last long benefit for future 

generation like students. Recognising the vulnerability of the black crowned crane is important, 

as local declines lead to global endangered and slowly to global extinction which represent a 

loss of the species. Effective conservation actions benefit both the species and ecosystems, and 

directly save the species from loss. In the conservation campaign it is important to consider and 

convince all sectors including students about loss, love, need and action. Loss: habitat loss and 

threats; love: appreciation of the natural environment; need: economic value of nature; and 

action: any activities or task that enable us for restoration and conservation of nature. Two big 

posters (1.5 m x 2 m) were posted for the student in Afan Oromo and English languages. The 

Afan Oromo version describes about the threats of black crowned cranes and the way forward 

for its conservation. The Rufford Foundation logo has been used both on the posters and flyers 

which were distributed for the students. The posters has key facts about the status of the black 

crowned crane and its conservation (Figure 6 and 7). 

 



 

 
Figure 6: Posters on Black Crowned cranes in Afan Oromo languages 



 

 

 
Figure 7: Poster on Black Crowned crane conservation in English language 



 

 

 

 
Figure 8: Students are actively following the conservation messages 



 

Additional pictures of the pupils following discussions at Ayte Junior Primary School 

  

  

  



 

  

  

  
 

 

 

 



 

In addition to the black crowned cranes, wattled cranes (Bugeranus carunculatus) are also resident in 

Chora boter district. The two crane species share common habitats with special preferences of wetlands 

(Figure 9). 

 

 
Figure 9: Pair of Wattled cranes 


