Karatina University to green Nyeri

EUTYCAS MUCHIR!

‘Karatina University is
undertaking a project to
green Nyerd County.

The project in the office of the Deputy
Vioee-Chancellor, Academic, Research and
Stocdent Affairs, has establishoed conviron-
mental chubs In 25 primary schools in four
sub-counties i the County
The subcountics inclde Mathira,
Othaya, Tetu and Kentl Ten of the schooks
will be in Mathira, six In Tetn, four in
()ﬂu,va andd five in Kiend
“Fstablbhing eovironmental cube in
primary schook has incukated emviron-
meokal values in the young chiklren ot an
carly age. This will make them appoeciate
the benefits from the eovironment so they
cun conserve the same,” said Prof. P Aloo-
Obudho
Fof. Obutho who s the Deputy
Vicechanoolkx, Academic Research and
Student Affnirs as well un the project oo
ondinator suid this lo a beief sent W the
media
She addod thar the rfeasoning behind
targeting primary schools is based on the
Blhlical Principie In Proveehs 226 that
Flrain a child the way he shoukd go and
when be grows up, be will pot depart from
ws
The Professor named the peosoct’s ob
Jectives as to estabilish a botanical garden
and mature tradl and estabindy Environ-
mentad Chobs in selocted twenty primary
schools in Nyeri County:
Othees ane W carry oul re-forestation in
dograded parts of Nveri County theough
yplanting of indigenous tnoes W simulate a
natural forest and using the botanien) gar
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Prot. B, Moo'Obudho m oomvm-cmmua Mm anhmo
Student Aftairs at Kavating University plants a tree accompanios by an officlal
and primary school students.

den and nature Umil 1o cremie awarenes
on environmenial consenalion amoag
the youths.

She mid the management of cach
school has agroed 1o set aside a small ana
in ther school compounds for the cstab
Hshaont of a forest,

“The profect toam bas boen assisting
mesnbers of the Eoviroamental Clubs in
onch school to establish a tree nursery
which will proside seedliings that they will
use to establish 2 school forest,” she noted.

It {5 tageted that cach school should
plant 50 troe seediings totaling W LI5S0
Loes Over one year petiod.

The university don sud the sustanabll

iy of the project Is guarantoed as Uie po
plis will continoe even after the progect is
compheted

It is boped that the peoject will be
rolled out o other eounties in the country
%0 cnbance the forest cover Thiswill o a
Jong wiy 1 mitigating the nogative effocts
of Gimate changr,” she went oo

She gaid gince the project started, 25 en-
vironmental clubs have boen estabdished,
enabled members to participate in the In-
termational Day of the forest and planted
troes in Klend

. The Professor also noted that there is
an ongoing process of establishing o Ixo-

tanical garden at Kantina University for

cronting awareness on enviranmental e
peation

The institution has also managed to fos-
ter jolnt emvironmental activities with Ny
eri County Governunent and Kenya Forest
Services (KFS) and tralnod patrons of the
Environmental Clubs.

She sadd In future there will be a fond-
rusag 10 inchode all primary schools In
Nyed County

The fundrasdng will carry out the sune
project n the remaining 46 Countics and
seek collaboration with other Hkeminded
Organizations so a8 o plant more trees In
Kenyva and enbance forest cover.

The praject will also do propoesal to the
redevant suthorities n the Governgnent 1o
make tree planting mandatory to all Ken-
yans during the Inernational Day of the
furest,

“Enviroomental degradation coupled
with global climate change are conoerns
world over This degradation is wore peo-
pounced in Africa whete poverty has led
10 massive destroction of fooest resomnoes”
T .

She added that: “Our forests are our
very existence, If we Jook after our forests,
ey will ook after us.  They have cnoe
mous influence on global chimate aml
local wenther, sources of food, medicine,
raw materials and oxygen among other
benefits”

The rate of destnuction of Kenya's for-
st she lotcoed, & alarming and cur-
reptly, the forest cover Is estimatod ot
soven por cent which s way bedow the
cxpectod level of at Jeast ten per cent,

The University is located a fow metres
from an extensdon of the Moumnt Kespa
forest which has faowd destroction from
forest fires and high demand for forest
products,
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