
 
Project Update: June 2016  
 
The fifth field season of our project took place from April to May 2016 at Isla Holbox where we 
have continued our interviews with fishers at the Island. 
 
Fishers’ surveys and interviews 
We have collected 72 field surveys and 13 open interviews at Holbox Island with information 
of traditional fishers’ knowledge related to historical and current small fisheries, species 
caught, changes in fishing technology, and fishers’ perception of the future of fisheries. For 
fishers’ interviews at the port of Chiquila we have established collaboration with Biologist 
Francisca Antele, “Francis”. 
 
Francis is a native from Chiquila; she has previously worked with the fishers’ community there 
and she is also active in conservation matters at the island. Some of her results related to 
small-scale fisheries at Chiquila will be integrated to our research. For our future field 
seasons we will continue collecting information from the younger population of fishers at 
Holbox Island. Young fishers are hard to approach since most of the time they are not 
interested in giving us an interview nor talking with us about their perception of coastal 
exploitation at the island. Many young fishers do not fish full time; and work on tourism or 
have small businesses. 
 
The information obtained from the fishers’ surveys is being complemented with 33 literature 
sources related to coastal exploitation in the region (Table 1). Grey literature sources were 
obtained at Holbox and at the municipal library of Kantunilkin town. Interdisciplinary 
literature sources are being collected  online from Web of Science and at the libraries of The 
Universidad Autonoma de Yucatan, Centro de Investigación y de Estudios Avanzados, Unidad 
Mérida, and at Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, Merida. During the month of 
July we will be visiting historical archives at Cancun city to obtain more historical information.  
 
Documentation of species fished at Holbox and Chiquila 
We have collected the common Spanish names of over 80 highly fished resources over the 
past 40 years from the fishers’ surveys and interviews. Species names, generic and family 
identifications are being resolved to the extent possible based on published taxonomies (Table 
2). 
 
Scientific Outreach 
We were invited by the online magazine Agua y Ambiente to collaborate with a popular science 
paper related to our research at Holbox Island 
https://aguayambiente.com/2016/05/11/holboxmay2016/. We attach a PDF version of the 
paper. 
 
We are also invited to participate in a coming event at Casa de la Cultura de Isla Holbox on 



 
July 8th 2016. Here we will continue to disseminate our results by showing pictures and giving 
a talk to the community. 
 
Upcoming conferences 
Our work at Holbox Island has been accepted as a talk for two international marine 
conservation conferences (below). However my assistance depends on the approval of 
external travel funds I am applying for: 
 
• The 4th International Marine Conservation Congress, Making Marine Science Matter, will 

be held from 30 July-3 August 2016 in St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada 
(YYT). 

• ECSA 56 Coastal systems in transition from a ‘natural’ to an anthropogenic ally modified’ 
state, 4-7 September 2016 in Bremen, Germany. 

 
Table 1 Preliminary data on coastal exploitation for each time period. 
 

 



 
Table 2. Common Names of fishery resources collected from the fishers’ surveys. 
 



 

 



 

 


