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The Rufford Small Grants Foundation

Final Report
Congratulations on the completion of your project that was supported by The Rufford Small Grants Foundation.

We ask all grant recipients to complete a Final Report Form that helps us to gauge the success of our grant giving. We understand that projects often do not follow the predicted course but knowledge of your experiences is valuable to us and others who may be undertaking similar work. Please be as honest as you can in answering the questions – remember that negative experiences are just as valuable as positive ones if they help others to learn from them. 
Please complete the form in English and be as clear and concise as you can. We will ask for further information if required. If you have any other materials produced by the project, particularly a few relevant photographs, please send these to us separately.

Please submit your final report to jane@rufford.org.

Thank you for your help.

Josh Cole, Grants Director
	Grant Recipient Details

	Your name
	SAVI Merveille Koissi²

	Project title
	Toward the Sustainable Conservation and Domestication of Cola Nitida and Garcinia Kola in Benin

	RSG reference
	16785-1

	Reporting period
	10.01.2016

	Amount of grant
	£5000

	Your email address
	Merveillekoissi.savi@gmail.com 

	Date of this report
	27.02.2016


1. Please indicate the level of achievement of the project’s original objectives and include any relevant comments on factors affecting this. 
	Objective
	Not achieved
	Partially achieved
	Fully achieved
	Comments

	-Assessing the rural knowledge on species
	
	
	x
	In the frame of this objective, first we visited all announced occurrence points. Second, we surveyed four villages where we got effective presence of species. This survey was combined with market survey. The above mentioned surveyed revealed that the most trade part of these species are their seeds widely for different ceremonies leading species at extinction risk. 

	-Assessing the species spatial distribution
	
	
	x
	We surveyed populations of Cola nitida and Garcinia kola through out four village in the southern Benin and established permanent plots to document population demographic structure. The structure of both species revealed dominance of old individual and the small recruitment rate since there is a total absence of seedling and sapling. We concluded that if seed harvesting intensity is remaining as currently both species will disappear from their habitat.

	-Undertaking silvicultural tests for the species
	
	
	x
	Two main actions have being conducted here. First, with village’s gardeners we set a germination of 1000 seeds of these species from which only 100 have emerged. Second with the pupils of seven primary schools we have set the germination of 4000 seeds. The emerged trees were used for the reforestation of species habitats. 

	-Informing rural community on the threat of species and different business opportunity
	
	
	x
	We conducted one semi-formal discussion with local chiefs and pupils in each of four villages to inform about the conservation status Garcinia kola and Cola nitida, in terms of where the populations are and how to promote opportunity of business. 


2. Please explain any unforeseen difficulties that arose during the project and how these were tackled (if relevant).
The germination has taken more than 6 months before seedling were emerged. This affects the public awareness period as well as the reforestation of natural habitats. Indeed, the period of public awareness coincided with electoral campaigns period. However we got agreement with discussion with local authorities to continue our work. 

3.  Briefly describe the three most important outcomes of your project.
Garcinia kola and Cola nitida are found in southern Benin, where have a relic of natural habitat of both species at Ouèdo in Atlantique district. The density of this species in this area is approximately of 10 trees / ha. 
Species are widely used for different ceremonies and currently the cost of 40 seeds has increased due to species seeds scarcity. 

Both species are found in fallow and agroforestery system, this emphasised the species importance in traditional culture. 

4.  Briefly describe the involvement of local communities and how they have benefitted from the project (if relevant).
Garcinia kola and Cola nitida seeds are commercialised; traders were really concerned by this work since among project outcomes we planed a reforestation by these species. The species demography was achieved using these four villages’ hunters and traditional healers. We also include pupils of seven primary schools at the vicinity of these villages in the growth of these two species. Actually, during the public awareness activities, we leant to pupils how to grow species and how to take profit from the commercialisation of species seedlings. We have indeed, shared a pamphlet to them as well as to the village youth to learn them how species can grow without a substantial effort and investment. Finally local chef and voodoo priests were associated to the reforestation activities. 
5. Are there any plans to continue this work?
During the public awareness period, community of Ouèdo have informed us about the land degradation and the ongoing disappearance of red bellied monkey in the region and they requested a special investigation on that field. Additionally with our project we have set some organization of Voodoo and Ifa priests for the reforestation, these organisations let us know about some plant species whose demography need additional investigation for their sustainable management of their reserves. 

6. How do you plan to share the results of your work with others?

With this work, additional data were collected about these two species. It is resulted that a public sharing of this information throughout peer review published journal would undoubtedly lead on the revision of current state of species in the National red list. Hence manuscript is ongoing writing and should be further submitted to “agroforestery system”. Moreover, pamphlets shared with communities are currently requested by others primary schools where we have planned to visit sooner. 

7. Timescale:  Over what period was the RSG used?  How does this compare to the anticipated or actual length of the project?

The RSG was used from February 2015 to January 2016.  And the final report was submitted February 2016.
8. Budget: Please provide a breakdown of budgeted versus actual expenditure and the reasons for any differences. All figures should be in £ sterling, indicating the local exchange rate used. 

	Item
	Budgeted Amount
	Actual Amount
	Difference
	Comments

	Equipment 
	£165
	£165
	£0
	NA

	Local transportation 
	£1715
	£2225
	£510
	The fuel has increased during survey period

	Field Assistant 
	£960
	£1940
	£980
	The seeds used for germination cost appreciatively 0.28 each * 5000= 1400+540 for local guide

	Public awareness
	£700
	£700
	£0
	NA

	TOTAL
	£5000
	£5030
	£30
	


9. Looking ahead, what do you feel are the important next steps?
During this work, we have collected data on species use and its importance for rural household. And we have noticed the disappearance threat that menace species survival in there natural habitats. In addition we have implemented the species germination and reforestation. But the most important part of this work is the monitoring in order to see whether the non recruitment of species is due only to intensive harvest of fruit. We have discussed with local chiefs and we have got an agreement on the monitoring plan. 
10.  Did you use the RSGF logo in any materials produced in relation to this project?  Did the RSGF receive any publicity during the course of your work?

Actually I have participated in November 2015 to the training course on “scientific writing” organized by IFS. During this section we have presented a part of this work, where in acknowledgement, Rufford Foundation logo was used. In addition for the public awareness we have set and distributed 500 t-shirts and 500 pamphlets where logo was used. 
11. Any other comments?

I want to thank the Rufford Foundation for the support for the sustainable conservation of natural reserves. 
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