Project Update: March 2015
Activities/News in the period:

1. Lab work for processing samples collected during filed trips to Zapata and Birama Swamps jointly with undergraduate students from the Faculty of Biology at the University of Havana, Goethe University, Germany as well as specialists of the National Enterprise for the Protection of Flora and Fauna, Cuba. 

2. PCR standardization for the amplification of nuclear and mitochondrial molecular markers. All the standardized nuclear markers were developed de novo at the Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre, Germany.

3. Sequencing of the nuclear and mitochondrial markers in collaboration with the Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre, Germany. 

4. Designing of billboards, posters and other applications in collaboration with students of the Superior Institute of Design (acronym in Spanish, ISDi) and the Faculty of Biology as part of the communication actions for the conservation of Cuban crocodiles. 

5. Paper in preparation about mating strategies of the Cuban crocodile inferred from molecular markers. 

6. Article published in Scientific American about the results obtained under the developing of the project, including a set of pictures taken during the several field trips supported by the RSGF. The article includes a version in English as well as in Spanish.  (http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/endangered-cuban-crocodiles-are-losing-their-genetic-identity/) (http://www.scientificamerican.com/espanol/noticias/los-cocodrilos-cubanos-estan-perdiendo-su-identidad-genetica/)

7. News: Picture taken during the developing of the project has been selected for the cover of the Journal Heredity (http://www.nature.com/hdy/journal/v114/n3/index.html) The issue announced by the Journal will include the paper recently published containing the main results obtained so far with support of the Rufford Small Grant Foundation. Paper entitled “Genetic evidence of hybridization between the critically endangered Cuban crocodile and the American crocodile: implications for population history and in situ/ex situ conservation”.
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