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The Rufford Small Grants Foundation

Final Report

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Congratulations on the completion of your project that was supported by The Rufford Small Grants Foundation.

We ask all grant recipients to complete a Final Report Form that helps us to gauge the success of our grant giving. The Final Report must be sent in word format and not PDF format or any other format. We understand that projects often do not follow the predicted course but knowledge of your experiences is valuable to us and others who may be undertaking similar work. Please be as honest as you can in answering the questions – remember that negative experiences are just as valuable as positive ones if they help others to learn from them. 

Please complete the form in English and be as clear and concise as you can. Please note that the information may be edited for clarity. We will ask for further information if required. If you have any other materials produced by the project, particularly a few relevant photographs, please send these to us separately.

Please submit your final report to jane@rufford.org.

Thank you for your help.

Josh Cole, Grants Director

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Grant Recipient Details

	Your name
	Barbara Zimbres

	Project title
	The use of riparian corridors by terrestrial medium-sized and large-bodied mammals in fragmented landscapes in the Southern Amazon

	RSG reference
	12658-1

	Reporting period
	May 2013 – October 2014

	Amount of grant
	£4974 

	Your email address
	babizimbres@gmail.com

	Date of this report
	26-Nov-14


1. Please indicate the level of achievement of the project’s original objectives and include any relevant comments on factors affecting this. 

	Objective
	Not achieved
	Partially achieved
	Fully achieved
	Comments

	Sampling riparian corridors  with camera traps during two dry seasons
	
	
	X
	The sampling is complete, totalling 12 months of field work (two dry seasons, from May to October, in 2013 and 2014).

	Quantifying structural quality of the corridors sampled
	
	
	X
	All variables that will be used to analyse corridor quality have been collected during the 2013 sampling.

	Analysing ecological data for obtaining relevant associations between mammal occupancy and corridor variables
	
	X
	
	We have begun descriptive and exploratory analyses with our data, but full statistical analyses and hypothesis testing will be conducted and finished in the next year and a half, during the final period of my PhD.


2. Please explain any unforeseen difficulties that arose during the project and how these were tackled (if relevant).

From 50 corridors that we planned to sample, we managed to sample 45 corridors, because some landowners changed their minds about supporting the study and permitting access to their lands. Also, due to sampling in forest fragments that were subject to invasion by hunters, eight camera traps were stolen. However, since we deployed five traps per corridor, this issue did not affect the corridor sampling as a whole. This way, some corridors were sampled by five traps, and some, by four. This difference will be taken into account statistically in the analyses.

3.  Briefly describe the three most important outcomes of your project.

We have noted that there are some rare and sensitive species that sometimes use even low quality riparian corridors, like the jaguar (Panthera onca) and the bush dog (Speothos venaticus). However, we noted that community richness is clearly higher in high quality forest corridors. We also observed that the access of cattle into riparian corridors can severely alter the internal structural quality of corridors. Overall, we observe that the community is actively using these connectors, and that this use is more frequent when corridors are wider and of better structural quality, even though poor quality corridors may be eventually used even by some sensitive species.

4.  Briefly describe the involvement of local communities and how they have benefitted from the project (if relevant).

In the end of the study, all landowners have received a photographic report of the species found in their lands, and results were often received with surprise, since they did not expect to observe many species in their farms (they only notice abundant and conspicuous species). This way, we discussed with them the importance of maintaining the corridors in their lands, even though recent changes in Brazilian environmental legislation will allow them to remove more native vegetation. Some farmers were open-minded to our plea, and some, less so. 

5. Are there any plans to continue this work?

The current project has come to an end, for it is a PhD project. However, the study area is highly relevant and interesting from an ecological point of view, with real potential for application in conservation. There are a myriad of questions that can be studied there, and more projects can be devised in the future.
6. How do you plan to share the results of your work with others?

With final results in hand, we will publish in the next 2 years our results in the scientific media, as well as in media for the general public, regarding recommendations for efficient landscape management with riparian corridors. We had planned presenting the main results in local schools, but that has been proved to be difficult. Local government agencies, which would mediate this plan, are at times hard to work with and unreliable partners. Therefore, our sharing of information with local people was restricted to the landowners, which has proved to be a good and rewarding experience.
7. Timescale:  Over what period was the RSG used?  How does this compare to the anticipated or actual length of the project?

We used the grant during a shorter period than expected. Some of the money from the grant had to be converted in purchasing more camera traps, and the amount planned for the second year was spent. The grant was therefore spent during the first years of study, and for the last year of sampling (2014), we sought and obtained funding from another source (National Geographic Society).  
8. Budget: Please provide a breakdown of budgeted versus actual expenditure and the reasons for any differences. All figures should be in £ sterling, indicating the local exchange rate used. 

	Item
	Budgeted Amount
	Actual Amount
	Difference
	Comments

	Travel costs 
	3204
	2036
	1168
	

	Car maintenance 
	667
	667
	0
	Item changed into gasoline. 

	AA batteries 
	503
	190
	313
	

	Meals
	600
	600
	0
	

	Camera traps


	0
	1481
	-1481
	Item added, taking the amount from travel costs and batteries.

	Total
	4974
	4974
	


OBS: Local rate exchange used was 1 pound sterling to 3 Brazilian reais.

9. Looking ahead, what do you feel are the important next steps?

With the results from this study, we plan on publicly questioning and confronting the negative changes in the Brazilian legislation using sound scientific evidence. As explained in item 6, we will share our conclusions in both the scientific media, and the general media, aiming at generating real management recommendations regarding landscape connectivity in the Amazon.

10.  Did you use the RSGF logo in any materials produced in relation to this project?  Did the RSGF receive any publicity during the course of your work?

The RSGF logo was present in the photographic reports delivered to the landowners, and was presented as a funding institution of the project in the University seminars. We will also acknowledge RSGF in all future published materials.
11. Any other comments?

I thank the Rufford Small Grants Foundation for the financial help for the project. Funding for graduate-level projects is hard to come by in Brazil, and the opportunity presented by sources such as this one is highly valuable. With project funding, we students can accomplish a better quality work and contribute to current efforts in science, as well as promote our own carriers as future researchers.
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