Project Update: February 2012
Since 1987, the migratory herds of elephants have come to West Bengal from Dalma hill region of adjacent Jharkhand state. With the increase in number, the herd splits into several small herds and roam in five districts. They usually stay here 6 or 7 months from up to 2008-09 but from 2010 they stayed for 10 to 11 months in West Bengal. During the stay the herds usually stay 3 to 5 days in any region but in 2012 a single herd of approximately 80 elephants and another herd of approximately 35 elephants stayed in ‘Barjora’ region of Bankura district from end of December 2011 to mid-February 2012. During this period the elephant killed two people, injured five people, damaged 72 huts and shops and damaged several ha of crops. The depredation in these new project areas are much higher than the project site of RSG I and II and we hope that we can minimise the conflict rate during the project period. We also observed that the villagers worship elephants as an icon of God The project team stayed in those depredation areas interviewed  several stakeholders including farmers, victims of elephant depredation, etc. The interviews and other related topics were documented for the preparation of a film. After analysing the data and experience sharing, in most cases we found that the residential elephants are responsible for loss of human life and property and the migratory herds are responsible for the crop damage.
The elephant reserve research station was set up in Bankura district and will be accessible to public for data collection, coordination, consultancy and assistance from April 2012 (target date is 22nd April 2012 i.e. Earth Day). At present data on human-elephant conflict and depredation are available from January 2007 to February 2012. The ‘Elephant Family, UK’ contacted us regarding our observations and views on the conflict mitigation through beehive fencing. The awareness programme has been initiated in schools and the student programme will be initiated in March 2012 as until the middle of March the examination is going on in the schools of West Bengal.
