Project Update: January 2011 

Science-based decision making is crucial for any project striving to achieve effective conservation measures. In order to make efficient use of our migration counts conducted by up to 60 international volunteers every autumn, BRC validates its monitoring protocol through various research projects on the effects of small and large scale weather systems on local migration dynamics (see also: http://www.batumiraptorcount.org/weathermigration.htm).

After our monitoring of 2011, our data suggest a total decrease of 50% in the numbers of threatened pallid harriers Circus marcrouros that pass the Batumi migration ‘bottleneck’ compared to 2008, estimated from the total number of Montagu’s/pallid harriers that were counted and the observed proportions of easily identifiable males of both species. Our studies on migration dynamics will help us to better understand such trends in our data.

In a following update we talk about a MSc. Dissertation conducted at Batumi in 2011 to locate the societal and economical drivers of illegal hunting and to assess the potential hunting impact on populations of threatened migratory raptors.

