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ABOUT THE EVENT

This  report  covers  the Amazonas Rufford Foundat ion
Learn ing Event  (RFLE 2024).  The act iv i ty  a imed to promote

the exchange of  exper iences and network ing between  
Rufford Foundat ion grantees,  as  wel l  as  learn ing new sk i l ls

and hav ing ins ights  f rom faci l i tators  who have been act ing in
research and conservat ion in  the Braz i l ian  Amazon.  The event

took p lace in  the Bosque da Ciência  in  Manaus f rom March
12–15,  2024.  The Rufford Foundat ion prov ided sponsorship
for  the event,  and the Inst i tuto Nacional  de Pesquisas  da
Amazônia  prov ided local  support  for  i ts  organizat ion.  The

conference was not  open to the publ ic  but  focused on
provid ing capacity  bui ld ing for  former  and current  Rufford

Foundat ion grantees.  The grantees part ic ipated in
workshops,  speeches,  and a  " round table"  with  regional

stakeholders  throughout  the event .  The part ic ipants  v is i ted
the Turt le  conservat ion project  and made a  v is i t  to  the open

museum “Museu da Amazônia” .  



about the logo

The logo is  composed of  four  e lements:  water ,  vegetat ion,
fauna,  and people.  Nothing represents  the Amazon more than

these e lements.  We chose to use  P ied Tamar in  (Saguinus
bicolor)  to  represent  “ fauna”  in  our  logo because th is  i t  is  a

cr i t ica l ly  endangered species  that  occurs  only  in  the Manaus
region.  Another  important  e lement is  the palm trees,  a  group

of  species  character ist ic  of  t ropica l  forests ,  with  great
histor ica l ,  ecologica l ,  and socia l  s ign i f icance.  The logo was
created by the ta lented grantee,  Eugenia  Cordero Schmidt .
She took advantage of  poet ic  and art ist ic  f reedom to unite

these e lements as  a  way to character ize the necessary
integrat ion for  understanding the Amazon system and,

consequent ly ,  for  i ts  conservat ion.

Foto:  Ta inara  Sobroza
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Short descript ion

Name of  the event :  
Rufford Foundat ion Learn ing Event  (Amazonas Learn ing
Event)
Date of  the event :  12th to Apr i l  15th,  2024.  
Locat ion:  Manaus,  Amazonas,  Braz i l ian  Amazon 

The number  of  persons attending:  
 17  Rufford grantees.
 1  Rufford Foundat ion staff .  
 2  grantees organisers
 6  Speakers  

Sponsor ing organisat ion:  Rufford Foundat ion
Local  organisers :
 Ta inara  Ventur in i  Sobroza -  Univers idade Federa l  do
Amazonas (UFAM) 
 Helo isa  Dantas Brum -  Fundo Bras i le i ro  para  a
Biodivers idade (FUNBIO)

Contact  informat ion of  Rufford grantees that  organised
the event :  tv .sobroza@gmai l .com;  hbrum@gmai l .com

Foto:  Ta inara  Sobroza
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Overall summary
A tota l  of  20 grantees were inv i ted,  but  three could not  attend
(2 due to schedul ing conf l icts ,  and one indiv idual  d id  not
respond).  We made contact  with  an addit ional  3  indiv iduals  to
f i l l  the remain ing spots,  but  we did not  obta in  conf i rmat ions in
t ime.  The event  was attended by 17  Rufford grantees f rom
Brazi l ’s  North and Midwest  regions.
The event  took p lace at  the Bosque da Ciência  auditor ium,
located with in  the Nat ional  Inst i tute of  Amazonian Research
(INPA) premises.  Part ic ipants  were accommodated at  the
Ramada Hotel ,  located near  the INPA,  to  fac i l i tate
transportat ion to and f rom the event,  which was prov ided by a
rented van in  the mornings and evenings.  A l l  meals  were vegan,
except  for  the hotel  breakfast  and snacks offered dur ing the
excurs ion at  the Museum of  the Amazon,  which were vegetar ian.
In  the post-event  quest ionnai re,  we asked part ic ipants  to
evaluate the lectures and act iv i t ies  offered based on a  rank ing
from 1  to  5,  with  1  being the lowest  score and 5 the h ighest .  We
received 12  responses out  of  17  grantees.  Throughout  the
descr ipt ion of  the act iv i t ies ,  we wi l l  a lso prov ide the eva luat ion
given by the grantees.
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The venue
The auditor ium of  Bosque da Ciência  i s  a  space with in  the
Nat ional  Inst i tute of  Amazonian Research ( INPA,  acronym
in Portuguese),  which houses a  remnant  of  forest  with
nat ive fauna,  gather ing spaces,  and severa l  research
projects.  INPA is  one of  the most  important  research
inst i tutes in  the Amazon,  br ing ing together  unique
in it iat ives  and key researchers  for  the conservat ion of  the
largest  t ropica l  ra inforest  on the p lanet .
INPA is  an inst i tute l inked to the Min istry  of  Sc ience and
Technology,  which,  l i ke  many univers i t ies  and other  publ ic
inst i tut ions,  has  been suffer ing f rom a lack  of  resources for
infrastructure maintenance and research staff .  This  venue
was chosen so that  part ic ipants  could get  to know the
INPA fac i l i t ies  up c lose,  exper iencing a  b it  of  the
inst i tut ion 's  da i ly  l i fe ,  despite  some operat ional  d i f f icu lt ies
(for  example,  the a i r  condit ioning was not  work ing
proper ly) .  As  a  result ,  we were able  to host  the INPA
Director  at  the opening of  the event,  who could share with
part ic ipants  the importance and chal lenges faced by the
inst i tut ion at  the present  t ime.

5



An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event

2024

Day 1: March 12
19:00 - 20:00h
 Most of the participants arrived in the 12th and participated of the first
dinner at the Ramada hotel. During this period we welcomed them and
gave the goody bags.

TH
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An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

Day 2 : March 13
On the second day, all the participants moved from the hotel to the Bosque
da Ciência, where most of the event was held. 

9:00-9:15h OPENING
The event opening counted with the participation of the  Director of the
Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazônia, Dr. Henrique Pereira, the
Rufford Foundation representative, Mariam Weston, and the organisation
representative, Heloísa Brum.  All of them highlighted the importance of
learning events and funding sources to empower the youth to be involved in
the production of knowledge and solutions for nature conservation.

TH
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An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

Day 2 : March 13

I9:15- 10:30h OPENING
Heloisa Brum, one of the local organisers, gave
a short talk about the event. Following, Mariam
Weston from the Rufford Foundation gave a
talk where she explained the overall goals of
the learning events. 

TH

In the sequence the participants formed a circle for introductions, where
each participant stated their name, where they were from, and briefly
discussed their research area and interests.
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An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

 10:50h LONG-TERM ECOLOGICAL PROGRAMS
After the coffee break, Dr. Flávia Costa made a
talk about climate change and  its impacts on
Amazon flora. The participants learned about
the importance of long term projects to
evaluate such impacts and propose
conservation areas based on vegetation
resilience too water loss. In the post-event form,
10 gave a rating of 5, and 2 gave a rating of 4.

12:00-12:30h - After Flávia’s talk the participants made posters where
they mention habilities they have, habilities they wanted and hiden
habilities. The posters remained hanging on easels on the hall during the
whole event. The posters were where we usually had coffee breaks and
allowed people to interact with each other and to exchange experiences
and promote future collaborations.
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An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

 14-15:00h: CLIMATE CHANGE
After lunch, Dr Phillip Fearnside gave a talk about
climate change and landscape modification in the
Brazilian amazon. Dr. Phillip divulged his talk on
personal media, so other  students and teachers
from INPA participated from the discussions soon
after the talk. Participants familiarized with the
political and environmental challenges asked for
creating an agenda that consider climate change
as a priority. Participants shared their experiences
with habitat restauration, and the lecture was also
well-rated, with scores ranging between 4 and 5.

15:30- 17:00H
The participants made a walk on Bosque da Ciência, which is a  space
dedicated to scientific education which houses forest vegetation, free-living
animals and attraction to tourists. During the walk we also made a guided visit
to the Centre for the Studies of Amazonian Chelonians (CEQUA) that is
housed in Bosque da Ciência. During the walk, the participants saw free range
squirrel monkeys, agouties, among other.

10



An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

19:00-21:00h
Participants had dinner at the city centre and had  the opportunity to see
the grand Amazonas theatre as well as enjoy a music show that was
happening in the square.

11

The first day was extremely productive. The lectures were highly rated by
the attendees and covered ecological concepts and updated information
on Amazon conservation in the face of climate change. The walk through
INPA provided a more relaxed and engaging moment, taking participants
out of the auditorium and allowing them to interact with each other and
with the local wildlife.



An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

5:30 - 8:00h
We made a visit to the Museum of the Amazonia (MUSA) where we made a
birdwatching activity guided by Dr. Mario Con- Haft. During the observations
participants could learn about the local  biodiversity of Amazonian birds . The
observations took place on top of a 40 m tower that allowed participants to
see forest canopy as well as a urban-forest transition. During this activity we  
discussed about Amazon ecology and had the opportunity to see some
wildlife as king vultures, macaws, howler monkeys and, after a great effort by
many participants, a sloth attempting to hide at the top of a tree.

Day 3 : March 14TH



An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

8:00 - 11 :00h
We made a guided vist in  Museum of the Amazonia (MUSA) where we saw
and learned about some plants, butterflies, snakes, fishes and other
ecological interactions. The visit was lead by the young and excellent
guide, Jone. We also visited fossil replicas of megafauna animals that
inhabited the Amazon thousands of years ago. After the walk, and we had a
snack with tapioca and coffee in the local restaurant.

13



An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

14:00-17:00h: FUNDRAISING
In the afternoon, we went back to Bosque da
Ciência, where we had lunch, and in the
afternoon, we attended the “fundraising”
workshop ministered by Mariam Weston.
During the activity the participants shared their
experiences with companies, crowndfunding
as well as Rufford. The participants also
worked in groups and discussed more about
how to design and write grant proposals.

14

The visit to MUSA allowed the grantees to learn about some important
elements of the fauna, as well as to marvel at the forest seen above the
canopy, which is truly impressive. Everyone praised Mario's knowledge and
the patience with which he guided the observation of the animals. Mario
and, in the afternoon session, Mariam, were the speakers who received
the highest rating from 100% of the respondents.



An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

09:00 - 12:00h: COMMUNITY BASED CONSERVATION WORKSHOP
In the morning Joao Campos made a key talk on the Community based
conservation where he mentioned the importance of traditional people on
conservation. He highlighted that conservation must have an holistic view and
take into account the perception  and necessities of people while developing
co-participatory conservation action. He showed some examples on how
reserves where people extract natural resource are still more diverse than areas
with none of such reserves.

After the coffee break André Antunes
made a talk on human-animal interactions
showing some examples of the
importance of hunting for tradicional
people and how such activities can be
monitored with participatory methods.

After André’s talk Simelvia Vida spoke
about the importance of women in
conservation. She spoke both in terms of
research making as well as the
empowerment of local women to
participate in conservation programs.

Day 4: March 15 TH

Unfortunately, the last speaker for the day,
Vanessa Apurinã (Maipatxi Apurinã),
couldn't participate as she had a last-
minute work commitment.
15



An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

14:00 - 16:00
In the afternoon, we made a “world coffee” dynamic where each facilitator and
organiser stimulated participants to bring their experiences and questions
related to the topic the speakers worked with. We separated the participants
into four groups, and they rotated every twenty minutes. João and Heloisa
facilitated the “Conservation-based conservation” group, André and Tainara
facilitated the “Human-wildlife interactions” group and Simélvia and Mariam
facilitated the “Women in conservation” group. The facilitators wrote down the
topics in the group conversations and then summarised what was discussed for
the whole group. Some of the topics that came up from João Victor's
discussion group, for instance, were about the importance of﻿ the well-being of
people involved in conservation, including the researchers themselves. From
André's discussion groups, people reported the most diverse topics that could
be understood as human-wildlife “conflict”, for instance, how introduced
species could change ecosystemic processes and impact people or how
hunting can be important for traditional people's lives but also a focus of
conservation actions. Simélvia’s group discussed the importance of including
women in conservation actions and promoting their safety. As the facilitators
discussed such topics, more exchanges happened between participants. The
discussion was fruitful as it showed many transversal topics. Some of the
subjects were also personal and some of the participants shared touching
testimonies.

16



An illustrated summary of the   
Amazonas Learning Event 2024

16:30-17:30
Finally, after the coffee break, we conducted a 'Web of Life' close-up activity. In
this activity, the participants stood in a small circle and passed a ball of yarn to a
colleague. During this dynamic, the person holding the ball of yarn spoke a word
that summarised the event’s meaning for them and mentioned the most
valuable feelings or lessons they were taking with them. By the end of the round,
the yarn formed a net symbolising the new and strong connections the
participants had made during the event.

The activities of the last day received a top score from 75 to 90% of the
participants. Furthermore, the evaluation also showed that engagement with
local communities is achievable, and according to the participants' remarks in
the final activity, the presentations contributed to a better understanding of
the importance of interacting with local populations.

17



Two surveys were conducted before the event, one for 280 Brazilian
grantees of the Rufford Foundation, to assess general interest and assist in
defining the event that would be held. This survey presented 99 answers:

70% of the respondents had their supported projects completed, and
33% were still ongoing; 
57% were women, 41% were men, and 1% identified as non-binary;
56% were white, 31% were mixed-race (brown), and the remaining 12%
included individuals who did not identify with any specific skin colour or
preferred not to declare, as well as black and yellow individuals.
Among the most cited themes to compose the lectures and activities of
the event, we highlight "How to write proposals for funding," with 47%,
"Community-based conservation” with 43%, and "Climate change" with
39%.

The second survey was conducted among the grantees selected for the
event, and 16 responses (from 17) were received. In this questionnaire, we
asked about the challenges faced in conservation within the context of each
participant's studies and the possible difficulties with stakeholder
engagement, the collaboration network among grantees, and expectations
regarding the event and the proposed lectures and activities. We identified
some changes in the post-event questionnaire, as described below.

Finally, the feedback on the event was positive. Only one of the respondents
criticised the event venue due to one of the air conditioners not working
properly. All respondents approved of the choice of vegan food, which,
besides being delicious, also demonstrates a concern for our impact on the
planet. Lastly, 10 people stated that their expectations for the event were
met or exceeded, and only 2 said that some specific topics were not
covered.

The pre and pos survey

18



From the post-event  report  conducted onl ine,  we ident i f ied that :
91.7 %  of  the part ic ipants  th ink  that  the informat ion presented
in  the LE would help them to ident i fy  the b iggest  chal lenges and
needs to achieve conservat ion in  thei r  study context
 91 .7  % of  the part ic ipants  th ink  that  the event  was usefu l  for
network ing,  but  83.3% of  them th ink  that  a  col laborat ion wi l l
actual ly  happen
100% of  the part ic ipants  feel  conf ident  to apply  for  the Rufford
Foundat ion for  more funding.  Whi le  in  the pre-survey
(N=16)33.3% of  the part ic ipants  fe lt  very  conf ident  about  wr i t ing
a proposal  to  TRF,  in  the post-survey (N=12)50% of  them fe lt
very  conf ident
When asked i f  there is  any  k ind of  engagement with  local
communit ies  in  thei r  projects,  in  the pre-survey,  73.3%  of  them
responded “yes” ,  whi le  in  the post-survey,  83.3%
Al l  ta lks  were c lass i f ied as  good or  very  good.

We asked the part ic ipants  to descr ibe the event  in  three words.  The
fol lowing word c loud was created based on thei r  responses.  Larger
words appeared more t imes in  the responses.

The event in numbers

Foto:  Helo isa  Brum
19



Environmental impact

We made an effort to conduct the event with the least possible
impact on the environment. We didn't use disposable cups or
utensils, and considering that livestock farming (both for meat and
dairy production) in Brazil is the leading cause of deforestation and
forest destruction, we opted to offer vegan food to the
participants, together with products from Amazonian regional
cuisine. According to the post-event questionnaire, the food was
praised and enjoyed by everyone. We also had the support of an
oat milk company (NAVEIA), which provided some products to
enrich the coffee breaks between the lectures.

20



Participants praised the event and the choices of lectures and activities
conducted. For many, expectations were exceeded, providing significant
learning opportunities and collaboration opportunities.  Some participants
mentioned that they learned that it's important to include local/traditional
communities in our projects and that projects must consider direct changes
in society and/or the studied environment.  Many also showed animation to
continue their projects and apply for more funding.
For us, the organisers, creating the Event Program was challenging but
exciting; we tried our best to attend to the participant’s demands, though we
were aware that maybe not all wishes were fulfilled (e.g., habitat restoration
and project communication).
We also paid attention to keeping a balance between men and women in the
panel of facilitators. We also wanted to include more local stakeholders and
traditional people in the program, so we could have a less academic
approach and give some more “hands-on” examples. However, we had some
difficulties settling a final program as these people are usually super busy,
and we had multiple withdrawals from facilitators before the event.

Key lessons and challenges

21



Heloisa  is  a  b io logist  with  a  master 's  and PhD in
ecology,  focusing on spat ia l  ecology,  the use,  and
conservat ion of  non-t imber  forest  resources in  the
Centra l  Amazon,  especia l ly  in  susta inable  use
conservat ion units ,  with  a  focus on palms and the
Amazonian açaí  pa lm (Euterpe precator ia) .  She has
diverse profess ional  exper ience in  NGOs,   
c lassroom, publ ic  administrat ion,  and more recent ly
has been involved in  the conservat ion and
envi ronmental  management of  mar ine and coasta l
protected areas.  Her  l i fe  goal  is  to  reduce her
negat ive impact  on the p lanet  and not  contr ibute to
animal  explo itat ion.

The organisers

TAINARA VENTURINI SOBROZA

Tainara  is  a  b io logist  with  a  master 's  and PhD in
ecology,  mot ivated to use sounds as  a  tool  to  access
ecologica l  informat ion about  species,  interact ions,
and habitats ,  with  a  pr imary  focus on pr imate
species.  Current ly  l iv ing in  Manaus,  she is
researching how pied tamar ins  (Saguinus b icolor)
cope with  anthropogenic  d isturbances such as
habitat  changes and anthropogenic  noise.

HELOISA DANTAS BRUM

25



Speakers

Fi l iat ion:  RedeFauna e  INPA
André is  a  b io logist  who completed h is  Ph.D.  in  ecology
at  the Nat ional  Inst i tute of  Amazonian Research ( INPA)
and has been seeking to integrate sc ience and outreach
to enhance the effect iveness of  part ic ipatory
management of  protected areas in  the Amazon.  His
efforts  pr imar i ly  a imed at  support ing the p lanning and
implementat ion of  natura l  resource management and
conservat ion in  indigenous and tradit ional  terr i tor ies,
combining sc ient i f ic  tools  and tradit ional  knowledge.

F i l iat ion:  INPA
She holds a  bachelor 's  degree in  B io logy f rom the
Univers i ty  of  São Paulo,  a  master 's  degree in
Envi ronmental  Sc ience f rom the Univers i ty  of  São
Paulo,  and a  Ph.D.  in  B io logy (Ecology)  f rom the
Nat ional  Inst i tute of  Amazonian Research ( INPA).  She
is  a  researcher  at  INPA and has been the coordinator  of
S ite  1  of  the Long-Term Ecologica l  Research Project
(PELD) s ince 2009.  She has extensive exper ience in
both p lant  and appl ied ecology,  focusing on three main
research l ines:  forest  dynamics,  funct ional  ecology,
and h istor ica l  ecology.  One of  her  major  interests  l ies
in  the effects  of  local  hydrology on the structure,
dynamics,  and f i l ter ing of  forests  in  the Amazon,  as
wel l  as  thei r  responses to c l imate change and other
anthropogenic  changes.

ANDRÉ PINASSI ANTUNES

FLÁVIA REGINA CAPELLOTTO COSTA
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Fi l iat ion:  Inst i tuto Juruá
JB,  as  he is  ca l led by h is  f r iends,  is  an ecologist  with  a
broad interest  in  the conservat ion of  t ropica l  socio-
ecologica l  systems.  He has been work ing in  the Amazon
since 2008,  focusing on b iodivers i ty  conservat ion,  natura l
resource management,  protected areas,  and community-
based natura l  resource management.  João has found h is
profess ional  happiness in  t ry ing to understand how to
al ign b iodivers i ty  conservat ion and human wel l -being,
bel iev ing that  a  susta inable  future for  the Amazon wi l l  on ly
be possib le  i f  conservat ion ensures qual i ty  of  l i fe  for  local
communit ies .

JOÃO VICTOR CAMPOS-SILVA

Speakers
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MARIAM WESTON

Mariam Weston,  an Engineer  in  Susta inable
Development with  an MPhi l  in  Conservat ion
Leadership f rom the Univers i ty  of  Cambr idge,
possesses over  e ight  years  of  exper ience developing
susta inable  conservat ion strategies.  Current ly  serv ing
as a  Grants  Off icer  at  the Rufford Foundat ion,  Mar iam
specia l izes  in  the Smal l  Grant  Programme and
coordinat ing capacity-bui ld ing events  wor ldwide.
Mar iam has expert ise in  bui ld ing strategic  a l l iances
across governments,  pr ivate sectors ,  academia,  and
NGOs.  Mar iam´s  career  showcases her  unwaver ing
pass ion for  wi ld l i fe  conservat ion,  incorporat ing human
dimensions and susta inable  socia l  development,
combining technica l  prof ic iency through socia l  and
community  approaches.



Fi l iat ion:  INPA
He is  an orn ithologist  specia l is ing in  Amazonian b i rds,
with  an emphasis  on b iogeography.  He graduated f rom the
publ ic  school  system in  the c ity  of  Northampton,
Massachusetts .  He holds a  bachelor 's  degree in  L ibera l
Arts  f rom Dartmouth Col lege (1983),  a  master 's  degree in
Ecology,  Evolut ion,  and Organismal  B io logy f rom Tulane
Univers i ty  ( 1995),  and a  Ph.D.  in  Zoology f rom Louis iana
State Univers i ty  (2000).  He has been work ing in  the
Amazon s ince 1987 and owes h is  in i t ia l  opportunit ies  to
explore the region to the B io logica l  Dynamics of  Forest
Fragments Project  and to F ie ld  Guides,  Inc.

MARIO COHN-HAFT

Speakers
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Fi l iat ion:  INPA
He holds a  Ph.D.  f rom the Univers i ty  of  Michigan (USA) and
is  a  senior  researcher  at  the Nat ional  Inst i tute of
Amazonian Research ( INPA) in  Manaus (AM),  where he has
l ived s ince 1978.  He conducts  ecologica l  research,
inc luding est imat ing the carry ing capacity  of  t ropica l  agro-
ecosystems for  human populat ions and studies  on the
impacts  and perspect ives of  d i f ferent  modes of
development in  the Amazon,  as  wel l  as  the env i ronmental
changes result ing f rom deforestat ion in  the region.  He is  a
member  of  the Braz i l ian  Academy of  Sc iences and received
the Nobel  Peace Pr ize as  part  of  the Intergovernmental
Panel  on Cl imate Change ( IPCC) in  2007.  He has authored
over  600 sc ient i f ic  publ icat ions and more than 500
outreach texts .

PHILIP FEARNSIDE



Fi l iat ion:  Inst i tuto Juruá
Simélv ia  graduated in  F isher ies  Engineer ing f rom
UFAM, with  a  master 's  degree in  Freshwater  B io logy
and In land F isher ies-BADPI/ INPA.  Worked for  3  years
as a  f isher ies  engineer/rura l  extensionist  at  IDAM in
the Alto Sol imões region,  support ing the
part ic ipatory  management of  p i rarucu.  She was a lso
a teacher  of  courses in  f ishery  technology and f ish
farming at  CETAM, and conducted tra in ing courses in
sport  f ish ing,  in  addit ion she had exper ience as  a
logist ics  analyst  for  the Forest  Cit ies  project
developed by IDESAM. Current ly ,  she serves as  the
Coordinator  of  Educat ion and Tra in ing at  the Juruá
Inst i tute.

SIMÉLVIA VIDA DANTAS ALVES

Speakers
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Andressa is  a  b io logist  with  a  master 's  and doctora l
degree in  Ecology,  with  a  focus on t ropica l  forest
ecology.  She is  a  co-founder  of  the Juruá Inst i tute,  an
NGO that  integrates t radit ional  knowledge and sc ient i f ic
knowledge to develop and implement solut ions for  the
conservat ion of  the Amazon,  led by  r ivers ide
communit ies  a long the Juruá R iver .  As  a  project
coordinator ,  she is  involved in  sc ient i f ic  research,
educat ion,  t ra in ing of  local  communit ies  and
associat ions,  socioeconomics,  b iodivers i ty
conservat ion,  and susta inable  management of  natura l
resources in  protected areas.

Participants

André is  a  b io logist  with  a  master 's  and doctora l  degree
from INPA (Nat ional  Inst i tute of  Amazonian Research) ,  with
exper ience in  natura l  h istory ,  ecology,  and conservat ion of
Neotropica l  vertebrates.  He is  a  professor ,  consultant ,  and
advisor  in  env i ronmental  issues,  focusing on env i ronmental
l icensing and natura l  resources management in  the Amazon
biome.  He has a  part icu lar  interest  in  research involv ing
the use of  databases generated by sampl ing with  camera
traps,  geospat ia l  data,  and the appl icat ion of  survey
techniques for  Amazonian mammals.  He is  a  member  of  the
Amazonian Mammal  Research Group ( INPA) and works  as  a   
servant  at  the Braz i l ian  Inst i tute of  Env i ronment and
Renewable Natura l  Resources ( IBAMA).

ANDRÉ LUIS GONÇALVES SOUSA

ANDRESSA BÁRBARA SCABIN
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She holds a  Bachelor 's  degree in  B io logica l  Sc iences,  a
Master 's  and a  Ph.D.  in  Ecology f rom the Env i ronmental
B io logy Graduate Program (PPBA),  with  an emphasis  on
socio-envi ronmental  ecology f rom the Federa l
Univers i ty  of  Pará  (UFPA).  Her  exper ience in  ecology
focuses on ecosystem ecology,  part icu lar ly  in  the
fol lowing areas:  mangrove ecology,  gas  emiss ions (CO2
and CH4) in  mangrove areas,  and aquat ic  pol lut ion,  with
an emphasis  on p last ic  and microplast ic  pol lut ion.

Cami la  is  a  b io logist  who graduated f rom UFSCar–
Sorocaba and is  a  member  of  the Amazonian Aquat ic
Mammals  Research Group at  IDSM. In  Tefé/AM, she
found her  Amazonian fami ly ,  t r ied jaraqui ,  and
returned to work  on manatee monitor ing and
part ic ipated in  expedit ions to est imate dolphin
abundance.  In  2017,  she started her  master 's  in
Bio logica l  Oceanography (FURG) to invest igate the
feeding ecology of  the two manatee species  in  Braz i l .
From 2019 to 2021,  she worked on conservat ion
projects  for  the toninha in  the South and Southeast .
S ince 2022,  she has been work ing at  Aquasis/CE,
monitor ing rehabi l i tated and re leased mar ine
manatees,  hav ing exper ienced numerous adventures
on land,  in  the sky ,  and at  sea.

CAMILA CARVALHO DE CARVALHO

DAYENE SANTIAGO MENDES

Participants
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She is a biologist, with a master's and a doctorate in Ecology from
INPA. She specializes in bat ecoacoustics and in understanding
how habitat fragmentation, prey-predator interactions, and the
moon affect the activity of insectivorous bats in the Central
Amazon. Alongside the bat laboratory at INPA, she built the first
bat acoustic library in Brazil – the "morcegoteca". Currently, she
works at Rainforest Connection as a biodiversity researcher,
assisting the team in acoustic monitoring of various animal groups
.in priority conservation areas.

Hugo is a biologist, holding a master's degree in Zoology from the
Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi, and currently pursuing a Ph.D. in
Ecology at INPA. His main research interest lies in the ecology of
vertebrate movement in different land use scenarios and
anthropogenic pressures. He is also interested in species
distribution modeling and remote sensing. As a founding member
of the Juruá Institute, he serves as a liaison between the
associated researchers and the Institute's team, facilitating the
development of cutting-edge research to support natural
resource management actions by rural communities.

GIULLIANA APPEL

HUGO CARDOSO DE MOURA COSTA
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She is  an env i ronmental  engineer  and holds a  Ph.D.  in
envi ronmental  b io logy.  Current ly ,  she works  as  a
researcher  at  the Mangrove Ecology Laboratory  (LAMA) at
the Federa l  Univers i ty  of  Pará  (UFPA).  Addit ional ly ,  she
serves as  a  susta inabi l i ty  analyst  and develops susta inable
development projects  focusing on the Susta inable
Development Goals  (SDGs) at  the Sarambuí  Associat ion.
She a lso holds the posit ion of  project  d i rector  at  the NGO
Innovat ive Resi l ience,  work ing on topics  such as  c l imate
change,  env i ronmental  governance,  among others .  She is
the creator  of  educat ional  communicat ion products  us ing
an ESD approach.  She is  a lso the creator  and coordinator
of  the Mangrove Observatory  and i ts  T ides project ,  which
won the Mi l lennium Ocean Pr ize in  2022.

INGRID DE MATTOS

Ingr id  holds a  Ph.D.  in  Zoology,  a  master 's  degree in
Ecology,  and a  bachelor 's  degree in  B io logica l  Sc iences
from the Univers i ty  of  Bras í l ia  (UnB).  She served as  a
temporary  lecturer  at  the Federa l  Univers i ty  of  Cata lão
from 2015 to 2016.  She has exper ience in  var ious aspects
of  mammal  ecology and conservat ion,  inc luding studies  on
populat ion dynamics (consumer-resource interact ions) ,
the impacts  of  habitat  f ragmentat ion and loss  on d i f ferent
dimensions of  b iodivers i ty ,  landscape ecology,  and
isotopic  ecology.  Current ly ,  she is  a  CNPq DTI-A fe l low
(UnB)  studying the use of  stable  isotopes as  a  tool  for
envi ronmental  t raceabi l i ty  in  forensic  sc iences.  She a lso
works  as  a  mammal  env i ronmental  consultant  in
envi ronmental  l icensing processes.

INDIRA ÂNGELA LUZA EYZAGUIRRE
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José Victor holds a bachelor's and teaching degree in
Biological Sciences and a master's degree in Environment and
Agricultural Production Systems from the State University of
Mato Grosso. Currently, he is a doctoral student in the
Ecology and Biodiversity Conservation Graduate Program at
the State University of Santa Cruz (UESC) and a member of
the Applied Ecology to Conservation Laboratory (LEAC),
where he is developing a project to understand how habitat
modification, at both local and landscape scales, affects the
different components of bee and social wasp diversity within
cocoa agroforests and Atlantic Forest remnants.

LUCAS FERREIRA COLARES

Lucas is  an ecologist  and a  Ph.D.  student  in  Animal
B iodivers i ty  at  the Federa l  Univers i ty  of  Santa Mar ia
(RS)  and the Univers i ty  of  East  Angl ia  (UK).  Current ly ,
he is  studying how forest  loss  and f ragmentat ion
affect  the funct ional  patterns of  insects  in  the
Amazon,  as  wel l  as  apply ing art i f ic ia l  inte l l igence
models  for  automat ic  monitor ing of  arthropods,
mammals,  f ish,  and plants .  He a lso conducts  research
in  aquat ic  ecology,  pol l inat ion,  and funct ional
d ivers i ty  patterns in  music .

JOSÉ VICTOR ALVES FERREIRA

Participants

34



Milton holds a  Ph.D.  in  Ecology and works  as  a
Geography professor  at  the Federa l  Inst i tute of
Educat ion,  Sc ience,  and Technology of  Pará  -
A ltamira  Campus.  His  main  area of  expert ise
focuses on medium and large terrestr ia l
vertebrates,  with  an emphasis  on monitor ing,  thei r
uses,  and local  ecologica l  knowledge of  t radit ional
populat ions.

He holds a degree in Biological Sciences from the Federal University
of Juiz de Fora, with a master's degree in Animal Biology from the
Federal University of Viçosa, and a Ph.D. in Ecology and Conservation
from the Federal University of Mato Grosso do Sul. Currently, he is a
professor and PDCTR associate researcher in the Zoology Graduate
Program at the Federal University of Mato Grosso, Cuiabá/MT. He
coordinates the Sapo Pantaneiro Project, serves as secretary and
environmental educator at the NGO Pacto Ambiental, and works as a
project manager at the Ecotrópica Foundation. His research focuses
on the taxonomy, biogeography, and conservation of amphibians in
the Pantanal and surrounding plateaus (Alto Paraguai Basin), with
extension activities in environmental education for public school
students, rural communities, and virtually.

MATHEUS DE OLIVEIRA NEVES

MILTON JOSÉ DE PAULA
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Raíssa is  a  b io logist  who graduated f rom UFRJ,  where
she worked on a  species  re introduct ion project
focused on restor ing ecologica l  interact ions.  She
completed her  master 's  degree at  UNESP in  R io
Claro,  studying seed dispersa l  by  wool ly  monkeys in
the Amazon ra inforest .  Soon after ,  she jo ined
Panthera  as  a  b io logist ,  an  inst i tut ion dedicated to
fe l ine conservat ion in  the Pantanal .  At  Panthera,  she
works  on demographic  monitor ing and movement
ecology of  jaguarundis ,  as  wel l  as  jaguar
conservat ion.

RAÍSSA SEPULVIDA ALVES

RENANN HENRIQUE PAIVA DIAS DA SILVA 

Renann graduated in  B io logica l  Sc iences f rom FACIS
(2011)  and holds a  master 's  degree in  Zoology f rom
the Federa l  Univers i ty  of  Amazonas,  where he is
current ly  pursuing h is  Ph.D.  in  Zoology,  focusing on
the diet  and ecology of  pr imates of  the genus
Cacajao .  He works  in  env i ronmental  consult ing and
wi ld l i fe  survey expedit ions.  As  a  f reelancer ,  he has
been involved in  documentary  product ion and has
worked as  an env i ronmental  monitor .  With extensive
exper ience in  var ious f ie lds  of  b io logy,  f rom f ie ldwork
to academic research,  he is  a lways committed to
envi ronmental  conservat ion.
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Renato graduated in Biological Sciences from UFMG and holds a
master's degree in Ecology, Conservation, and Management of
Wildlife from UFMG, as well as a Ph.D. in Biological Sciences from
UFPB. Since 2014, he has been a professor at the Federal University of
Amapá, where he conducts research focused on the conservation of
the red-handed howler monkey (Alouatta belzebul) and the savanna
region of the state. Both the red-handed howler monkey and the
Amapá savannas are threatened by the expansion of monocultures,
particularly soybean cultivation, which motivates Renato to conduct
these conservation efforts, supported by the Rufford Foundation.

RENATO RICHARD HILÁRIO

SILVIA BARBOSA RODRIGUES

Sí lv ia  is  a  Ph.D.  student  in  the Ecology Graduate Program
at UnB.  She holds a  Bachelor 's  and Teaching degree in
Bio logica l  Sc iences f rom the Univers i ty  of  Bras í l ia  (UnB).
She was a  scholarsh ip recip ient  of  the Science without
Borders  program at  Indiana Univers i ty ,  United States.  She
works  with  community  ecology,  appl ied ecology,  and
ecologica l  restorat ion,  focusing on the Cerrado and the
Amazon,  part icu lar ly  in  studies  involv ing d i rect  seeding
and natura l  regenerat ion.  Current ly ,  she is  studying how
remote sensing tools  can contr ibute to monitor ing
vegetat ion recovery .
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Viv iane holds a  Ph.D.  in  Conservat ion Sciences f rom the
Univers i ty  of  Aberdeen,  where she sought  to implement
an automated system to monitor  b i rds  on t ransmiss ion
l ines,  a iming to assess the impacts  and mit igat ion
measures of  such projects  on av i fauna.  She has been an
envi ronmental  analyst  at  IBAMA s ince 2009 and unt i l
2023 was stat ioned in  the envi ronmental  l icensing unit  in
the state of  Amapá,  work ing with  h ighways,  hydroelectr ic
plants,  t ransmiss ion l ines,  p ipel ines,  minera l  extract ion,
among others .  Current ly ,  she works  exclus ive ly  with
envi ronmental  l icensing for  t ransmiss ion l ines and
pipel ines at  IBAMA headquarters  in  Bras í l ia .  She is
responsib le  for  b iot ic  env i ronment analyses re lated to
fauna.

VIVIANNE EILERS

Foto:  Helo isa  Brum

Participants



Using the same words as  the part ic ipants,  we,  local  organisers
would l ike  to thank Rufford for  the opportunity  of  promoting th is
space to echange and motivate youg conservat ionists .  We
specia l ly  thank Mar iam Weston for  her  ass istance and motivat ion
througout  the event  organizat ion in  a l l  stages.  We a lso thank
ALFA for  the inst i tut ional  and manager ia l  support  of  the
resources,  we extend our  grat i tude to INPA for  prov id ing the
event  venue and lunches.  We a lso thank the Juruá Inst i tute for
contr ibut ing to the structur ing of  the community-based
conservat ion workshop by shar ing thei r  exper iences and
knowledge.  We a lso thank Naveia  for  prov id ing vegan products
to complement the coffee breaks between the lectures.
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